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ABTRACT

This qualitative research aims 1) to study the Buddhist -ethical
principles which provide the model for living ; 2) to study beliefs and rites
concerning rice and rice cultivation ; and 3) to analyze the Buddhist ethical
principles in beliefs and rites concerning rice and rice cultivation among
farmers in Phatthalung province.

The results of the study show that the following Bhuddist ethical
principles can be analyzed from the rites concerning rice and rice
cultivation : (1) Pancasila 5 (2) Pancadhamma 5 (3) Ditthadhammikattha 4 (4)
Kusalakammapatha 10 (5) Disa 6 (6) Iddhipada 4 (7) Sangahavatthu 4 (8)
Cakka 4 (9) Brahmavihara 4 (10) Gharavasa-dhamma 4 (11) Sappurisadhamma
7 (12) Mangala 38 (13) Vaddhidhamma 4 (14) Kosala 3 and (15) Bhoga-adiya
5. Moreover, it is also found that the observance of those rites promotes
solidarity and peace among the farmers.

It is suggested that government should help conserve and
rehabilitate the rites in order to preserve local wisdom and awareness of
ethical values.

KEY WORDS : BUDDHIST ETHICS /BELIEFS AND RITES /RICE
CUTIVATION IN PHATTHALUNG PROVINCE.
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