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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted through qualitative research from October 2001 to
October 2002 at Ban Bangsarn Tambol Klay Amphoe Thasala Nakhonsitammarat.
The study is about the Southern Lullaby, its role in society and how it affects the
people’s lives.

Lullabies or cradle songs are quiet songs sung to make children go to sleep.
The study pointed out that it is a simple way of communicating with children and
sometimes with adults as well. Southern lullabies were found to have patterns which
could be divided into three parts. Part 1 is an introduction, beginning with “ar” and
“er” and using sol as the dominant pitch. Part 2 is the content, which is found to
consist of many categories. Part 3 is the ending. Southern lullaby is an expression of
parent’s love for the children and expression of emotions. It is a reflection of social
situations, religion, nature, traditions and beliefs.

Nowadays, the lullaby’s roles is as part of the cultural heritage in the form of
performance and competition rather than as part of daily life. In the future the lullaby
of Ban Bangsarn will tend to vanish, but it will remain in the form of written song,
cassette tape, video or other electronic media.
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