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Abstract
TE 154961

Education for the deaf in Thailand has begun since 1951. At present, there are two forms of
education for the deaf : integration education where deaf students study in regular schools with hearing
students and special education at schools for the deaf. Schools for the deaf have the same curricula as
regular schools. The teaching methods used in these schools arc : total communication, Sim Com
(Simultaneous Communication)which mears speaking and signing /finger spelling as they speak. One of
the problems found among deaf students was that their Thai skills wcre not up to the standard
normally expected from their age and their study proficiency was lower than hearing students of the
same age. Due to this reason, Ratchasuda College co-operated with Nakhon Prathom School for the
Deaf in conducting the demonstrative classes of bilingual teaching project in the 1999-2001 academic
years . Ms. Unawan and tcam have done rcsearch in demonstrative classe in 2000.

The follow-up and evaluation of this project is aimed to study the circumstance in teaching

. implementation, to consider the results of the project, to analyze problems in bilingual teaching. The
study covered 4 years from 1999-2002. The evaluation of the project was based on the framework
derived from index and criteria of education reform. (Office of the National Education Commission,
2002)

The samples are school executives, teachers, staff members, participating students, their
parents or guardians, deaf students from other schools, and hearing students of the same level from
nearby schools, deaf adults, deaf study experts, members of the school’s committee of foundation
education. There were ten research instruments which consists of questionnaires, interview forms,
evaluation forms, and tests. The data were collected via questionnaires, interviewing , observation, video
recording, evaluation of teachers and students’ sign language abilities, testing students’ language
proficiency, and opinions from experts and relevant persons. Then all of those data were analyzed and

processed to make a preliminary research report and a seminar was held to efficiency of data analysis.
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The resecarch was found that Nakhon Pathom School for the deaf was well equipped to
implement the demonstrative classes of bilingual teaching project. Therefore, bilingual teaching has
become the school’s policy and that everyone in the school and the public should be informed. The
policy was translated into action and the plan was 76 percent successful. Deaf teachers were employed
to teach bilingual classes and other classes.There was training for teachers and other relevant in the
following areas: how to teach in bilingual class, Thai sign language, teaching Thai as a second language
and how to teach deaf students at the beginning level tor teachers who teach at kindergarten level to
pratomsuksa 3. Furthermore, parents had the opporfunity to attend a training cowse in Thai sign
language. Budget was allocated for employing 6 deaf teachers and providing necessary equipment. In
2000, research was undertaken on “Bilingual in kindergarten of Nakompathom special education
school”. There was acadcmic co-operation with Raichasuda College, Pattarayarn School, and Thailand’s
National association of thé deaf.

According tc the research, it was found that each bilingual class had two teachers : one hearing
and one deaf . Both worked together on lesson plar and teaching preparation. Thai sign language was
used in teaching. A deaf teacher used only sign language whereas a hearing teacher used sign language
80 percent and speaking 20 percent. Thai language iaught as a second language. Instruction media was
consistent with deaf way as most of the deaf perceive information with their eyes. Both writing and
sign language were used in testing and evaluating students’ performance.

The result of the implementation was only partly in line with the objectives of bilingual teaching.
Level of satisfaction with the instruction ranged from high to the highest among school exccutives,
teachers, labory/ janitors, student, parents, deaf adults, and visitors to the school . The teachers themselves
were highly satisfied with the result because the students could communicate well. Deaf teachers had
more confidence with the result than hearing teachers which were found to be moderatcly confident.
Deaf students used Thai sign language to communicate but not much fluently and their level of
understanding was moderate. Teachers who could communicate in sign language fluently enough to be
interpreters accounted for 11.1 percent, moderately fluent 41.7 percent, and least fluent 8.3 percent. The
deaf students at Nakhon Pathom School had more or less the same level of Thai proficiency among as
older students in other deaf schools. On the other hand, deaf students had lower level of Thai proficiency
than hearing students both of the same grade and the same age.

Some of the obstacles were the lack of deaf and hearing teachers, who knew bilingual teaching,
some changes of instructors in bilingual class, lack of continuity in bilingual tcaching from kindergarten

level to pratomsuksa 2; finally , lack of continuity in supervision and follow-up.
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Following are some suggestions for bilingual teaching : run a try-out for deaf students in schools
for the deaf by academic co-operation between Ratchasuda College and schools for the deaf which are
interested in bilingual teaching. This try-out should be carried out as an action — based research with 3
steps: preparation, operation and follow-up evaluation. The preparation consists of policy-making,
planning, budgeting, personnei training, designing curriculum of Thai sign language for deaf students and
curriculum for personnel training, creating a conducive learning environment and facilities. The
second step of operation inciudes training teachers systematically and continually, giving instruction and
training to parents and non-bilingual classes, designing a curriculum and lesson plan, conducting class
research, paying a visit to places where teachers can gain experience and develop their professionalism,
and creating manuals for teaching during the period of teaching practice. The follow-up step should have
an academic comndttee who can give advice, supervision, cvaluation on a systematic and continnal basis
and do evaluation rescarch. Finally, it is recommended to disseminate' the kno&ledge of bilinguai

teaching to people concerned so as to spread the practice of bilingual teaching to other schools.



