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ABSTRACT

Stat.ement of Problem TE 1 5 8 8 3 4

Thailand has dual tracks policy to promote export of trade in health services and at the sam.2
time to provide universal coverage for health insurance to Thai people. This results in expansion of trade
in this area and subsequently may have impact on the provision of services to Thai population. It is
necessary that researches in the area of trade in health services have to be conducted to provide
knowledge and recommendations to policymakers in responding to the expansion of health-related trade
liberalization and reduce the negative impact on heath of Thai population.

Main objective of this study is to provide framework for researches in the area of trade in health
services in the next 3 years (2004-2006).

Research Methodology )
Documentary research was used to compile information, data and researches at both national

and international level. Steering committee was established to provide guidance and recommendations to

the research team.

Results:
Four research areas are prcposed for each mode of trade in health services i.e cross border

supply, consumption abroad, consumer presence and presence of natural person as follows:

1. Situation and trend analysis of trade in health services in four modes of trade.

2. Study on law, regulation, condition, and policies refated to 4 modes of trade in health services.

3. Study on impact of trade in health services to health system in Thailand and ways toc minimize those

impacts.

4. Study health-refated sectors that Thailand has potential to develop and has competitive advantages.

Six research topics receive high priority as follows:

1. Study to prepare for bilateral agreements between Thai and U.S, China, India, Australia, Bahrain and
Japan.

2. Study on situation of foreigners receives services in Thailand and the competitive advantages of
Thailand compare to other countries such as Singapore and Malaysia.

3. Study on situation on foreign direct investment in Thailand.

4. Study on opportunities and potential for Thailand in investment in other countries such as Vietnam,

Cambodia, Myanmar and China.
5. Study on impact of liberalization of trade in presence of natural persons in heaith services and case

study of impact on mutual recognition among EU member countries.
6. Study on potential of Thailand to trade in mode 1 on cross border supply with main focus on trade

with U.S.A and competitive advantage study between Thai and india.



