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ABSTRACT

This research is qualitative, aimed at studying postmarital status and the role of
Muslim women according to Islamic principles expectation of Muslim women in
Nakhonsithammarat province towards themselves and the members of their families. The study
consisted of related documents, religions and others, field research, in-depth interviews and
nonparticipant observation to purposively sample 24 cases from 12 different career fields; all
were postmarital status Muslim women of Nakhonsithammarat province. The data were
analyzed by descriptive method.

It was found from the document research of Islamic principles that postmarital status
Muslim women have an important role in the family institution. In the present situation, there are
several conditions and factors, which are both in line with and contrary to Islamic principles, and
which are changing the postmarital status and role of Muslim women.

The field research reveals however that the post-marital status, role, expectations and
attitudes of the target Muslim women have characteristics which are mostly in line with
adaptation to some extent under a flexible boundary according to the Islamic way.

The research thus indicates that non-Muslim ways of life which have infiltrated the
Islamic one are the main reasons that change has occurred in the lives of Muslim women at
present. So , in order to preserve the suitable status and role of Muslim women, as changes occur

at present, one should realize Islamic values and principles.



