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ABSTRACT

This research is qualitative, aimed at studying Islamic ideas of those concerned with
establishment of Mosque Pre-school Education for Childrens’ Centers, as well as patterns of
training, administration, achievement, roles, and problems of the schooling in Southern Thai
provinces. The study consists of related documents, religious and others, field research,
applying questionnaires, in-depth interviews, and non-participant observation to purposively
sample 12 administrators and 12 teachers of Mosque Pre-school Education for Childrens’
Centers in Krabi, Nakornsrithammarat, Pattani, and Yala representing the schooling in upper
and lower Southern Thai provinces. The data were analyzed by descriptive method.

It is found from the documentary research that Islam puts great emphasis on
education both religious and general education. It prescribes education as an obligation of
every Muslim, especially in early life for their benefit both in the contemporary world as
well as in the hereafter.

The field research reveals that the administrators and teachers highly value pre-
elementary education. The teachers actively cultivate Islam in the course. Furthermore, the
administrators have widely applied Islamic principles to their administration. A major
problem, among others, of the Mosque Pre-school Education for Childrens’ Centers is
financial.

The research thus indicates that the institution has been essential to the preparation
and cultivation of morality of the pre-school children worthy of assistance and support by

both the government and private sections concerned.



