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ABSTRACT

This is a qualitative research, aiming at studying Buddhist principles and practices
relating to prevention and solution of child abuse, and studying the application of
Buddhist principles and practices by the government and non-government
organizations working on this problem. The study used related documents and field
research consisting of interviews with the director and a member of staff of the
following institutions: Shelter for Children and Family, Bangkok, Ratchavithee Social
Welfare House, The Center for the Protection of Children’ s Rights Foundation and
Protection Ban Krunoi. Secondly, a questionnaire was given to samples of 152 people
in Ratchavithee and 58 people in Ban Krunoi. The data gathered from these interviews,
observations and questionnaires was analyzed.

It was found that Buddhist principles relate to prevention and solution of child
abuse such as“Five Precepts”, “Five Dhammas”,”Six Directions”, ”Phomvihara”,
”Sangaha-vatthu”,”Gharavasadhamma”,”Khama and Ahosikhama” and “Gratitude”. It
was found that the social workers of government and non- government organizations
treated abused children by Buddhist principles, and the children were permitted to
practice Buddhist traditions sometimes. The health of these children were rehabiliated,
their minds were treated and they practiced Dharma; therefore these children were
helped to comprehend Dharma.

It is suggested that everyone in the community should share the responsibility to
protecting and taking care children based on the understanding that all child problems,
not only matter to the family, but also to the community. We should help when we
realize any child is abused by developing a Buddhist community and society,
abstaining from taking life or doing bodily harm, and sharing love and mercy together.
In the case of child abuse, social welfare workers should practice Buddhist healing of
memories, such as stressing Buddhist principles, teaching against anger and revenge,
and teaching meditation practice. These Buddhist practices are good ways for rejecting
violence which always begets violence



