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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to examine the Suai ’s way of life and ethical principles
complied to by them. The study also emphasized the relationship between the Suai and their elephants,
how they value elephants according to their belief and culwral background. The target group was the
Suai fiving in the village of Daklang Grapo subdistrict in Surin Province. Two ethical issues : the
necessity in maintaining life versus the kindness towards elephants, and the point of ownership right
versus the right of elephants will be studied. Ethical theories from Biocentrism, Utilitarianism, Animal

Welfare, and Buddhist ethics will be used as a grounding for study.

This research was qualitative research in the area of descriptive ethics. The data collection

consisted of documentary research and in — depth — interviews. Five elephant specialists in the Daklang

village were interviewed.

The results found that, the way of life of the Suai and the tending of elephants has changed
from the past due to both internal and external factors. The changes in society and economy, and
external factors, are significant factors affecting the way of life of the Suai. The Suvai’s paradigm shift,
and internal factors and are also affecting their lives. However the research has revealed that the Suai’s
way of life and their beliefs are based on Buddhism. The significant concept is that the Suai’s ideas and
how they view ethical issues seem to be different from the ethical theories of Biocentrism and
Utilitarianism. The Suai viewed their elephants as if they were members of the family : who share
suffering, and struggle for survival together. To lead an elephant to roam, according to the Suai is like

“taking the elephants on an outing.”

The researcher believes that there should be cooperation between the government, the people,
and the Suai in looking into the problem and working together to solve the problem. The Suai should be
educated and made to understand about and know the right way to tend to their elephants. This may

help to solve the problem of bringing elephants to roam the cities.
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