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ABSTRACT
This study explored the role of music relating to the sociology of the Showng
beliefs and related specific characteristics of the melodic line of the Shawng Chorales.
Ethnomusicology was applied to form the process, concept and analysis in this
research. Analysis was conducted by use of the qualitative research approach
The research revealed that the four Shawng chorales such as the yanyae, the
wedding song, the funeral song and the ancestor protection song are very important in
Shawng society. Sung primarily for religious ceremonies and social gatherings these
chorales show respect to ancestors and develop unity within the society. Secondly,
they are performed for public entertainment and developing deep relationships
between families.
1. The structure is clearly divided into phrases, sentences and verses. Phrases
are changed in a sentence to form the perfect cadence.
2. The motif of the structural pitch is similar to the Luk Tok in Thai classical
music. The melody is a disjointed motion in the middle and the final phrase
3. Text and melodic phrase are not related. Text setting is not syllabic — it is
up to the singer and rhythmic wording
4. The local Thai tone is mainly melodic pitches that are consonant
pentatonic scales. This research suggests that music is essential to the
Shawng society.
KEY WORDS : THE YANYAE/THE WEDDING SONG/THE FUNERAL SONG/
THE ANCESTOR PROTECTION SONG/SPECIFIC CHARACTE RISTIC
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