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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research within the field of religious ethics investigates Buddhists’
principles of belief-- that is, beliefs in the Triple Gems and the Four Beliefs. It also analyzes
the conditions that reflect the crisis of beliefs together with causes and the corresponding
effects on the present way of life of Thai Buddhists. Lastly, it studies guidelines to solve the
crisis of beliefs in accordance with the Teachings of the Buddha. The method of collecting
information was through documentary research. Interviews were also conducted. to with 10
Buddhist scholars to elicit examples which display the attitudes of Buddhist monks and laity
towards the problems of crisis of the religious beliefs.

The findings conclude that changes in society have led to the crisis of beliefs for
some Buddbists. The changes in Thai society as it has evolved from an agricultural economy
to an industrial one and to an information society following the trends toward globalization,
consumerism and materialism have adversely affected beliefs in Buddhism.

Some Buddhist monks do not strictly practice according to the Dhamma-vinaya.
There are problems inside the Sangha Administration that lack solidarity of thought, while some
issues are not being solved and not given proper attention in a timely manner. The laity often
lack a full understanding of the principles of Buddhism and sometimes they have beliefs
without wisdom. Too often, they seek their goals in life through magic and supernatural
powers. Progress in technology and communications as well as the disseminaticn: of negative
news regarding Buddhist monks, including news of magic and supernatural powers, have
resulted in the shifting away from the belief in the Teachings of the Buddha.

The ways in which to solve the current crisis of beliefs are fivefold. For one,
Buddhist monks should practice following the Teachings of the Buddha and continuously
develop themselves. They should also teach the laity to have the correct beliefs. The laity,
moreover, should be more interested in studying and practicing the Teachings of the Buddha
from the Tipitaka, and they should not become too attached to their teachers but should
use proper mindfulness before accepting a belief. Further the media should verify their
sources of information and the reality of an event before publicizing negative news about
Buddhist monks; they must give proper consideration to their professional ethics. If there is
negative publicity about Buddhist monks, the government should assist in providing a means,
such as television/radio coverage, for Buddhist monks to be able to provide the correct
information regarding the controversial issue or event.  Finally, there should be an
organization that inspects Buddhist centers and the people who teach the wrong principles
of the Teachings of the Buddha.
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