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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this socio-economic study of the Pakkhaosan commu-
nity in Saraburi were : to do a case study of a stone mortar production group, to
study changes of the socio-economic structure in the community, to investigate
external and internal factors affecting the changes, and to investigate the adjust-
ment in the way of life of community members due to the changes. A qualitative
research method was used to analyze the data.

The study results revealed that the changes stemmed from the develop-
ment of production process from agrarian to a pre-industrial system of stone
mortar production. On the road to development, capitalists, who controlled the
production process and community members, who lost their mortar producing
occupations, were created. The factors contributing to the changes were both
internal and external. Internal factors included (1) the implementation of innova-
tions in the production process, (2) the production system and the community
being led into a production process and consumption style, wiuch were related to
a style of modern market, (3) a new production process in which workers are
made redundant by manufacturing equipment, and (4) buyers or traders being so
empowered that they could control all of the production process. The external
factors were (1) market forcing the change in the production process and affecting
a change in the community’'s way of life, (2) the bureaucratic system promoting
the change in the production process, and (3) a pull factor due to labor needs in
the industrial sector. The result was that adjustment to a new way of life was
made in response to the new production process. The adjustment was of two
kinds: being able to adjust to a new mortar production process and becoming
laborers in the industrial sector.

The study findings indicated that changes in the production process were
important conditions in defining the socio-economic structure of each community.
To enable a community to become self-reliant, and that concerned state agencies
or individuals should be well aware of what aspects or roles they should be
involved in so that community members are able to maintain self-reliance with
dignity while at the same time, a sense of community.
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