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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study and explain the structure of Tai Yai
families and their child rearing practices in their physical and social surroundings. The
research was conducted based on structural-functional and family ecology theories. Data
has been collected from June 2001 to February 2002. The case study was of 16 Tai Yai
families and consisted of members ranging from newryborn to six year olds, elders,
monks, public health officers and babysitters in Harmony village, Khun Yuam District,
Mae Hong Son. The methodologics included key informant interviews, participant
observations, non-participant obscrvations, in-depth interviews, and a literature review
about the culture and beliefs of the Tai Yai people, to ensure the reliability of data
collection.

This research found that in a nuclear family parents, the elderly, and elder brothers
or sisters take care of children while in an extended family. the caretakers are not only,
parents, elder brothers and sisters but also the elderly and uncles. However, it is the
mothers who are the closest to the children and give the most love to them. They fully
devote themselves to child rearing. When the children are about one to two years old, they
will spend most of their time with the mothers, who are working outside.

“Kwan™ (Spirit) is always referred to as one way to explain sickness. The “Kwan”
(Spririt) of the parents and children are related. Thus, parents” behavior can have positive or
negative effects on children’s “Kwan” (Spirit) or health. Accordingly, curing a child is not
an individual matter. It also concerns the parents and their behavior. Some economic
reasons, have lead to the habbit that when Tai Yai children are sick, their caretakers will
often take them to healthcare centers or hospitals rather than buying medicine from the
drugstore. This is supported by the fact that they rely on the capability of doctors and
health officers because it is free of charge.

The name of children when addressed by Tai Yai people is always accompanied
by their parent’s name. The addressing of children’s names followed by the parent’s
names is one mechanism to remind parents of the necessity for them to raise their children
well and teach them behavior accepted by the community. This is because children’s

improper behavior often reflects how they are brought up. This can bring a bad reputation
to the family.
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