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ABSTRACT

. This documentary research aims (1) to study definition of copyright and criteria
of its infringement, including precedents; (2) to study Buddhist teachings related to
property and stealing; and (3) to analyze whether copyright infringement is an act of
Adinnadana (stealing) by the Buddhist ethical standard. Data were collected from
Tipitaka and commentaries, Copyright Act, related criminal laws and precedents.

It was found that, according to Buddhism, the most important element for a
thing to be classified as an object of Adinnadana is its being owned and the owner’s
attachment to it. By this standard, the object of copyright is classified as that of
Adinnadana. Moreover, it is analyzed that the act of Adinnadana is not simply the act
of taking away tangible things. It can indeed be performed in 3 ways i.e. (1) by
obtaining what one should not, (2) by making another lose an object to which he has a
sense of attachment as its owner or an object he should obtain, and (3) by acting as if
one was the owner. By this standard, an infringement of copyright, either direct or
indirect, can be classified as the act of Adinnadana. However, it is important to see
that Buddhism emphasizes the role of intention. Therefore, the consideration must
include the intention to steal, which is related to an awareness of the object's being
owned and the owner’s attachment to it. This implies that knowledge about copyright
is necessary for judgment regarding copyright infringement by the Buddhist ethical
standards.

It is clear the copyright infringement can be classified as an immoral act
according to Buddhist morality, an opportunity is obtained that the religion plays a
role in the campaign against copyright infringement. It is believed to be effective
because Buddhists are familiar with the 5 precepts, which includes the one against
Adinnadana. The moral significance of copyright infringement can be introduced
through this familiarity.

KEY WORDS : BUDDHIST ETHICS/COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT /
ADINNADANA
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