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ABSTRACT

This research on Thai songs arranged in Western style composed by His
Royal Highness Prince Paribatra Sukhumbhand is qualitative research. The objectives
were to study the history, role and importance of these Thai songs to Thai society,
culture and music. The research also includes an outline of the musical characteristics
of these songs. The data was collected though a literature review, study of the scores
and interviews with related persons about this selection of eight Thai songs composed
and arranged in Western style by His Royal Highness Prince Paribatra Sukhumbhand.

The results from the study are as follows: All of the songs originate from Thai
classical music. This song group consists of Sut Sa No, Waltz Mek Kha Lha, Ma Ha
Roek, San Soen Suea Pa, Sa Khon Lan, Ma Ha Chai, Phra Ya Sok and Nang
Khruan Thang Fa Rang,.

His Royal Highness Prince Paribatra Sukhumbhand has been designated as
“The Father of Thai Songs in Western Style”. His knowledge of both Thai music and
Western art music is well-known. He had a deep knowledge of both Thai and Western
music. He was the first Thai composer who composed Thai songs in Western style.
His scores used Western notation and used harmony following the theory of Western
art music. ‘

From the musical characteristics study, it was found that Prince Paribatra
composed all of these Thai songs arranged in Western style formilitary bands. He
adapted melodies and arranged harmony from Thai classical music following the
theory of Western art music, both in orchestration and form. It was the beginning of
“Phleng Thai Sakon” or Westernized Thai Songs in Thailand.

KEY WORDS: THAI SONGS / MUSIC CHARACTERISTICS / MILITARY BAND
/ PRINCE PARIBATRA
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