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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the structural reformation in the
Ministry of Justice, its expected outputs and the accomplishment of its expected outputs and
outcomes to the development of the criminal justice system. This research emphasized both
documentary and field study. The subjects sampled were high-level executives in the Ministry
of Justice, high-level executives in any departments who were responsible for the structural
reformation and high-level executives and academics whose duties were concerned with the
criminal justice system , a total of 13 persons. The data were collected by in-depth interview
method individually during July — August, 2002.

The result showed that the Study Report which was presented by the Commission of
Administration and Justice of the Senate published in 1996 (B.E.2539) stated that many
problems had occurred in the criminal justice system with the proposals about the reformation
in the criminal justice system and combined with the Constitution, 1997 (B.E.2540) as stated
in the Article 75 and 275, were changing the paradigm in adjusting the Ministry of Justice as
the center or focal point of the criminal justice administration according to international
standards in organizing the Ministry of Justice. After the reformation, the Ministry of Justice
had many departments (offices) as the important keys in serving the tasks of crime control and
suppression, protection of rights and liberties of the people and providing justice fairly. But
the new structure as stated in the Act of Adjustment in Ministry, Bureau and Department,
2002 (B.E.2545) was not absolutely completed and was not the highest degree in criminal
Justice development. However, it could be summarized that the aims and objectives in the
structural reformation in the Ministry of Justice were followed by the criminal justice
reformation and the Public Sector Reform and Bureaucratic Organizing well. And this
reformed structure was based on the international standard like the civilized countries. So this
structure showed the development of the criminal justice system in Thailand.

The suggestions from this research are as follows: the Ministry of Justice should
combine the police organization after dividing the police organization into 2 groups : the local
police and the national police. The local police will be responsible for the investigation of the
street crime cases and under the control of the local authorities. Now the Ministry should
develop continuously in its structure, organization, knowledge, science & technology and
human resources in order to provide the Justice fairly and accomplish the aims and objectives
in the structural reformation in the Ministry of Justice.





