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TRA
ARSTRACT TE 138362
This research integrates both qualitative and quantitative methods to study 1)
theories and reasons relevant to the debate between proponents of individual rights
and upholders of human dignity, and 2) views among Bangkokians about
degradation of human dignity in women engaging in voluntary pornographic
modeling and prostitution.

The results of the study regarding the first objective show that, according to
Kant’s original moral theory, humans have dignity as moral agents who are capable
of autonomously and rationally making moral decisions, and thus people degrade
their own dignity when they disrespect this capability in themselves and submit to
either inclinations or external influences; according to Kantian theory, the respect for
human dignity consists in abstinence from violating, and giving support for, an
individual’s freedom and well-being, and thus self-degradation comes from failure
to satisfy either of the two conditions; and according to Buddhism, humans have
dignity due to their potential for self-development according to the Threefold
Training and thus any acts that inhibit this potential also deny the individual’s

dignity.

The results according to the second objective show that, according to the
average views toward various reasons given in support of voluntary pornographic
modeling and prostitution, the samples find these acts to be degradations of human
dignity in the subjects themselves. Moreover, statistical analysis indicates that sex,
age, education, occupation, income, and marital status of the samples bear
significant correlation with their views at the 0.1 level.

It is suggested that women should be aware of their own dignity and use their
rights in ways that do not result in self-degradation. Moreover, family and society
should jointly promote women’s status in order that, having more opportunities, they
can realize their own dignity, value and potential. Eventually, appropriate use of
rights ensues.



