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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research consisted of a documentary study on the scope of religious
cthics aimed at analytically studying the Buddhist ethical rules in the Isaan folktales that
are well - known and widespread. The study was also related to the background and history

of folktales, the views, attitudes, social situations and the way of life of the Isaan people by
analysing the documents collected by many poets.

The result revealed that the Buddhist ethical rules in 10 Isaan folktales indicates the
ethical view of cultivating morality and supporting ethics in society to practise in the daily
lives of the Isaan people. They are: the ethical rules for rulers, the ethical rules for the
general people, the ethical rules for males, the ethical rules for females and the ethical rules
in leading social and religious lives, according to tradition and culture, paying respect to
natural and supernatural surroundings. These Buddhist ethical rules can be found in the
actors’ words, behaviors, and in the context of these folktales. A special emphasis is put on

the regulations and traditions that are called by the Isaan people, “Heet Klong” or on the

people accepted by society as “Good Men” to be the criteria for making a decision as to
judge their own society.

The research suggests that the Isaan folktales not only give knowledge,
entertainment, and the Buddhist ethical rules as studied but they also show the worldviews
of the local people transferred through literature, the daily lifestyles, the relationship with
other people in society. All these should be preserved and the Isaan youths should be
interested in them by means of teaching them in schools or universities. Besides this, there
should be more analytical study of the Isaan folktales in other aspects, for example, the
effect of the Buddhist ethical rules from the Isaan folktales on contemporary Isaan youths,
the attitudes of contemporary people in applying folktales in daily lives, and the case studies
of the ethical rules from folktales in order to cultivate morality and ethical rules among
youths and people in society so that they gain knowledge, understanding, and are able to
apply and properly practise them in the right and appropriate way.
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