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ABSTRACT TE162803

“The Whole Language Approach Teaching System” is an innovative education which
conveys a new concept of language teaching. Resulted from teachers’ emphasis on the content of
language, the problem of childern’s language learning has gone through unattractive, unnatural
way of teaching, inappropriateness to children’s age, interest and ability, and negligence of using
language for the study and communication in real life. Kindergarten is the first place for children
to learn the outside world — children’s second home. The design for its interior spaces should
create a learning environment for children. The development of building design, however, has
not gone so far as that of “The Whole Language Approa,ch Teaching System™.

This research aims to study the physical interior environment of kindergartens which
formulates “The Whole Language Approach Teaching System”. Through analyses .of activities,
behaviors and relationship of utilized area, the research proposes appropriate guidelines for
interior environmental design of the kindergarten in Thailand.

) This research is a study from theoretical documents and collecting data from six
prototypical kindergartens under Office of The Private Education Commission. Methods of data
collecting consist of site observation, interior spatial arrangement, area usage, and the studies of
equipment size, material usage, and building systems, as well as in-dept interviews — history,
curriculum, course activities, problems, and occupants’ needs. Two questionnaires are prepared
to ask about users’ satisfaction of Kindergarten’s interior environment: one form for schools’
executives and teachers, the other for Kindergarten students. The sampling group is derived from
one class of each level. Students’ opinions from each level are presented through classrooms.
The outputs are summarized, analyzed and compared to those of other kindergartens by teachers.
All data, finally, are ._being averaged and analyzed to propose the appropriate guidelines of

physical interior environmental design, corresponding to the occupants’ requirements.
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The evaluation of users’ satisfaction, nevertheless, comes from some sampling groups of
students and teachers. It does not cover all users and does not categorize students’ behavior in
disparate levels.

Complying to “The Whole Language Approach Teaching System”, the conclusion of this
research proposes appropriate guidelines for interior environmental design of the kindergarten,
following the standard criteria of kindergarten, established by the Ministry of Education. The
distinction of spatial arrangement in the classroom is manifested in that of 6 — 8 main activity
comers, and each corner is able to accommodate 4 — 6 students. The central space in the
classroom is prepared for multi-purposed activity without systematic arrangement of desks. The

entire areas of the kindergarten building, including balcony, are provided for learning activities.
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