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Ine thesis 15 a study of western ethical theories in comparison
with the Buddhist views and those of Thai scientists with regard to animal
experimentation. In the study it is found that westen raticnalists' approach to
animal experimentation is based on the belief that animals are objects which
man can manipulate in whatever way he wants, for his own benefit, This view
is shared by many utilitarfanists who justify animal experimentation by the
principle of the benefit of the preatest number. However, there are some westen
thinkers who, beliveing in equal rights between man and animal, see animal
experimentation as exploitation and a viclation of animals’ right to life. Although
Theravada Buddism does not teach the equality between man and animal, it
disapproves of animal experimentation, considering it as an unwholesome and
violent act. Thai Buddhist scientists, on the contrary, accepting the present needs
of science and medicine, insist on the necessity of animal experimentation for
the advancement of scientific knowledge and human benefit. Nevertheless all
their experimentation is conducted with ethical consciousness e.g. they use
animal experimentation only when there is no other better alternative, and
animals are treated with compassion as hving beings and not as objects of

manipulation and exploitation.




