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ABSTRACT

TE 165509

The Royal Thai Government Intends to decentralize its power to the local government
in order to respond to their specific local needs. However, the decentralization of power does not
seem to work effectively. The over 2,000 Sub-District Administrative Organizations are scattered
around the country with population fewer than 5,000. The Sub-Districts are mostly small in area
and population size, with fairly low population density. It is thus difficult for the Sub-District

Administrative Organizations to function effectively in term of investment and operation.

This research aims to study factors regarding population size and density which have an
impact on the quality of public services provided by the local government. The study also
endeavors to propose possible solution and recommendations on community planning to improve

the standard of living for the local people.

The study bases it framework on two lines of theories: the Central Place and the
Environmental Psychology theories. The study attempts to compare the effects of 3 sizes of
communities —the large-, medium-, and small-communities--with samples drawn from population
in Samut-SongKram Municipality, Amphawa Sub-District and Baan Prok Sub-District. The

information is obtained by means of questionnaire and field survey.
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The study reveals that large communities are able to acquire a more diverse public
services, with a higher standard when compared to the medium and small ones. Even though the
medium community is able to acquire almost as much public services as the large community.
The small community has a limitation to operate a variety of services, with relatively lower
standard. Beside the size of the population, the coverage of physical administrative area (service
area), the average density—such as household density in the community--and the distances from
the service center also play an important role on the quality of services. The bottom limit of
household density to be able to support public services is 4-7 household per rai. Community
density lower than 1.5 households per rai are normally found having sub-standard public services.
if they could provide such services at all. Household density, in turn, has been the root of
environmental problems in the communities. Communities with higher household density are
more problematic environmentally than those with lower one, with the exception of Amphawa
Sub-District. Its high household density attribute causes fewer environmental problems due to its
unique physical characteristics. The study suggests that public services order, which similar to the
concept of range of goods, should be developed in accordance with community sizes. A large
community should play the role of the market center to provide services for its nearby smaller
communities, where public services development would not be feasible. Smaller sub-district
administrations, which are more problematic, should perform as a lower order center to provide
simplistic services for its members, such as nursery and community health services. The local
government should establish policies to control the settlements pattern in central areas, in order to
make service provision more effective. Settlement should have a density not lesser than 4-7
households per rai, so that higher order public services, which are more beneficial to the
community, can be invested. The favorable physical characteristics of Amphawa Sub-District and
its optimal community density could be taken as a modal of ample service provision. Further

studies on community needs and public services, demands should be conducted in the future.





