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Yutaka Tomioka : LANGUAGE ATTITUDES AND LANGUAGE CHOICE OF
NORTHEASTERN THAI PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT AGES. THESIS ADVISOR :
Professor AMARA PRASITHRATHSINT, Ph.D., 155 pp.

This study investigates Northeastern Thai people’s language attitude toward
Northeastern Thai and Standard Thai, and their patterns of language choice by focusing the
relationship between the speakers’ age and their language attitude and language choice. A
quantitative method is used in this study. Data was collected by using questionnaire from 849
people who born in the Northeastern part of Thailand and perceive themselves as Northeastern-
Thai people. The target people were classified according to their age into 3 groups: the young
(15-30), the middle-age (31-45), and the elder (46-60).

It is found that age related to language atlitude and language choice. As for language
attitude, regardless of their age, Northeastern Thai people have positive attitude toward both
Northeastern Thai and Standard Thai. However, young people have more positive attitude toward
Standard Thai than Northeastern Thai. In contrast, elder people have more positive attitude
toward Northeastern Thai than Standard Thai.

With regard to language choice, regardless of their age, Northeastern Thai people
chose Northeastern Thai in informal situations and Standard Thai in formal situations. Yet younger
people often use Standard Thai more than the other two groups. Elder people often use
Northeastern Thai more than the other two groups.

Therefore, it can be concluded that Northeastern Thai is in the process of shifting to
. Standard Thai. This means that the use of Northeastern Thai will be decreasing. However, that
does not indicate that Northeastern Thai will extinct in the near future, due to the fact that younger
people also have positive attitude toward Northeastem Thai and choose to use it in some

communication.





