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The purpose of this rescarch was to examine the survival of the role of the
traditional Muslim birth attendant in maternal and child health work. The data were
gathered from a traditional birth attendant, 14 pregnant wemen and 32 post-partum
women belween November 12 1997 and March 10" 1998 using qualitative and
medical anthropelogical approaches.

The data indicate that the pregnant women and post-partum women utilize
both modern (Western) and traditional medicine. All of the pregnant women
received antenatal care at the publie health center but when giving birth, most of
them utilized the services of a traditional birth attendant, and after birthing, all ol
them received traditional post-partum treatment to help them maintain a balance
beiween hot” and “cold’. The traditional birth attendant has an smportant role in
both massaging the abdomens of pregnant women {this makes the delivery casier)
and general post-partum care. The findings also revealed that the factors influencing
the survivul o the role off te taditional bith attendot include:

L. Social and cultural factors

L.IyThe religion. Since the traditional Muslim birth attendant is from the
village hersell - and s also Muslim - the villagers trust her They know tha she
understands the Islamic laws relating 10 women and that because of this certain
uncomlortable sttuations can be avolded,

L.23The villagers beliefs about pregnancy and birthing, Since the villagers
helieve that pregnancy is given by God, i the traditional birth attendant makes a
mistake. they do not blame her tor it: they believe that it is the will of God. In
adelition w this the villagers do not view pregnaney as some sort of “illness™, so they
see 1o necessity for going to hospital.

137 lhe strength of relationships within the socil network. Sinee mast of
the villagers live close o their families the elders can easily continue transmitting
their beliefs to the next generation.

2. Factors relating to the traditional birth attendant hersell - and the service
she provides:

2.1) The acceptance level famong the villagers) of the traditional birth
attendant i high since she is clderly and combines traditional treatments with
modern medical ireatment and this means that she is accepted by both eldermore
traditional villagers as well as the younger ones.

2.2)The nature of the service provided is simple and appropriate for the
villagers.

2.3} The services of the traditional birth attendant are inexpensive.




