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Abstract

Among the diversity of human ways of life, the dialogue devoted to
philosophic way of life that escalates human beings to think and therefore attain their
highest potentiality is the only way to make human beings be as close to perfection as
they can. Therefore, this life proves to be human’s excellence. However, the philosophic
way of life is impossible unless there are political conditions for “the right to debate”.
Then, this way of life has to dwell on the regime of liberal democracy because at the
heart of this regime is liberty to discuss among the citizens that directly guarantees the
possibility of the philosophic way of life. The philosophic way of life, then, depends on
the life of the liberal democracy and, conversely, the threat to liberal democracy is the
threat to the philosophic way of life.

Although victory from the Cold War in the last decade of the 20" century
made liberal democracy the regime of mankind at “the end of history,” it is clear that the
dark side of the liberal democracy is ready to destroy its own self. This dark side is the
commitment of the majority that can destroy the core values of the liberal democracy
such as the basic rights of the citizens who differ from the majority itself. Thus, if the life
of liberal democracy has been threatened by the commitment of the majority, this
commitment is also the threat to philosophic way of life. For protecting the liberal
democracy and its own self, the philosophic way of life has to fight to this commitment.

By studying the doctrine of Leo Strauss, one of the most important
philosophers of the last century, who recognizes the value of the philosophic way of life
as well as the necessity of the liberal democracy this life has to depend on, this thesis
aims to find how the philosophic way of life can protect the life of liberal democracy. This
thesis answers the main question; as the philosopher who respect the philosophic way
of life, how Leo Strauss solves the weakness of the liberal democracy threaten by the
commitment of majority? Or, unaffected to the nature in itself, how the philosophic way

of life can protect the liberal democracy from its weakness?



How Leo Strauss solves the weakness of the liberal democracy threatened by
the commitment of majority beginning with his understanding of the conditions
grounding these commitments that is the project of modernity. By changing human
reasoning to be mere instrumental rationality, this project makes the political decision
making of human emotional and sentimental. Thus, to fight the commitment of the
majority, he has to recover the ancient reasoning or philosophic way of life from the
ancient (Greek) world to the modern world because this reasoning is what makes human
know thyself and their limits which help them both to recognize the variety of doxa
(opinion) and to protect from the emotional controlled mind. However, this recovery is
possible only in the sphere of education. So, he is interested in the study of political
philosophy because this study transcends the students through ancient texts to meet
with the minds of the great philosophers who can use ancient reason. This meeting can
remind the students to recognize their limits and indirectly shields them from being the
slave of emotion. For Strauss, political philosophy is not the discipline isolated from the

real world but the way that makes liberal democracy last.



