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ATTITUDE OF FIRST-YEAR THAI MUSIC MAJOR UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS STUDYING IN UNIVERSITIES IN BANGKOK METROPOLIS AND
VICINITY TOWARDS WESTERN MUSIC THEORY COURSES

PAJONE PEEBUNG 4637586 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS: ORAWAN BANJONGSILPA, M.M. (MUSICOLOGY),
ANAK CHARANYANANDA, M.M. (MUSICOLOGY)

ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at studying the attitudes of first-year Thai music
major undergraduate students in universities with respect to 4 criteria: value of the
subject, subject content, learning-teaching process, and measurement and evaluation
of the courses. The research also compared attitudes towards Western music theory
courses between students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts) with those
pursuing a Bachelor of Education. The sample was first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students in the academic year 2006 in universities in Bangkok
metropolis and vicinity, in which Thai music and Western music theory courses are
taught. There were 7 institutions, consisting of 8 faculties and 108 students, chosen as
samples. The tool used for collecting data to evaluate the attitude towards Western
music theory courses was measured using arithmetic mean and standard deviation
according to the Likert scale.

The research found that, overall; the students scored their level of satisfaction
as medium. When each of the four criteria was analyzed separately, it was found that
students considered the first criterion, i.e. subject value, to be good. With regard to the
other criteria, students’ attitudes were at a medium level. Using the t — test to compare
the attitudes between the students of the two majors, the research found that there was
a significant difference, amounting to a statistical level of 0.05, in that the students
pursuing a Bachelor of Education scored higher in their attitude towards western
music theory courses.

KEY WORDS: ATTITUDE / WESTERN MUSIC THEORY / THAI MUSIC
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ATTITUDE OF FIRST-YEAR THAI MUSIC MAJOR UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS STUDYING IN UNIVERSITIES IN BANGKOK METROPOLIS AND
VICINITY TOWARDS WESTERN MUSIC THEORY COURSES

PAJONE PEEBUNG 4637586 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ORAWAN BANJONGSILPA, M.M.,
ANAK CHARANYANANDA, M.M.,

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

The teaching of Thai music in higher education has been regarded as
academically advanced, aiming at producing graduates whose musical skills are
practical and well-rounded in the field of Thai music. They are expected to be able to
teach and create Thai music culture for the nation. The graduates in Thai music are
also required to have a good attitude towards their career as well as in their music
performance, which includes individual music performance (on major and minor
instruments) and group music performance (in music curricula in higher education. To
this end, in the case of academic or theoretical performance, a sub-committee for Thai

Standardization in Thai Music Theory (2539:49-50) convened and concluded that the

knowledge of Thai music should include:
1. History of Thai music
2. Musical terms

3. Thai music theory
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4. Thai musical performance theory

5. Thai music literature

6. Thai music analysis

7. Comparative music studies and Thai music perspectives

8. Basic theory in Western music

9. Thai music research

10. Career Ethics in Thai music

In accordance with the findings, besides the knowledge in relation to Thai
music, the sub-committee had set general requirements with the regard to basic
background studies in Western music theory as follows;

1. Music has become a universal language. Knowledge of Western music
theory is essential for pursuing a graduate degree abroad.

2. Predictably, there is a growing tendency that more music will be composed
using Western musical notation.

3. Senior experts in Thai music emphasized about the importance of
composing Thai music using Western musical notation as it was once successfully
done under His Majesty the King’s royal command.

4. Western musical notes are more effective in music recognition than other
kinds of notes.

5. There is a possible method of using Western musical notes to make it easier
to present Thai music to the international community.

In Thailand, there are higher educational institutions providing two types of
undergraduate degree in Thai Music. First, a Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts) in Thai
Music focuses on producing Thai Music performers whereas a Bachelor of Education
in Thai Music is aimed at producing Thai Music teachers. Commonly, the degrees
share similarities by adding Western music theory courses to the curriculum —
teaching basic Western music theory, such as the values of notes and rests, rhythm
and counting, scales, intervals, music musical terms, and so on. The purpose of this is
to help learners understand Western music and be able to effectively apply the
knowledge with other aspects of their studies.

After the researcher had undertaken a careful observation and pilot research by

formally interviewing Western Music theory teachers, it was found that there were a
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number of first-year Thai music major undergraduate students who had passed
courses in Western music theory were neither capable of reading Western musical
notes nor having sufficient knowledge of Western music theory. The researcher was
in doubt whether this problem is related to the attitude. What was the students’
attitude towards the courses? That because attitude are an essential component that
can influence both learning-teaching process and learning result (Sud-ruetai
Mookayawongsa, 2533: Abstract, 1961: 7-45; Righthand, 1965: 6-72). If a student has
a good attitude towards a particular subject, it is evident that the learner pays attention
and is committed to gaining knowledge from the course. On the other hand, if the
student has a bad attitude, it is likely that he or she may end up being bored, losing the
will to study and finally failing the course. Realizing this fact, the researcher became
interested in studying the attitudes of Thai music major undergraduate students
towards Western music theory courses, which is included in their curriculum to
provide knowledge about basic Western music and has been considered beneficial to
Thai Music students. The aim of this research is to discover Thai Music students’
attitude toward Western music theory course. The results of this research can be used
as data for teachers and others to apply and develop in the learning-teaching process
to motivate and promote good attitudes among students in order to achieve the
objectives of the course.

Objectives
1. To study the attitudes of first-year Thai music major undergraduate students
in higher institutions towards Western music theory courses under 4 criteria: value of
the subject, subject content, learning-teaching process, measurement and evaluation.
2. To compare attitudes of first-year Thai music major undergraduate students
in the academic year 2006 in tertiary institutions in Bangkok metropolis and vicinity
towards Western music theory courses among students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts

(or Fine Arts) and those pursuing a Bachelor of Education.

Benefits
1. To know the attitudes of first-year Thai music major undergraduate students

in the academic year 2006 in tertiary institutions in Bangkok metropolis and
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vicinity towards Western music theory courses.
2. To use the result as a guideline for Thai music teachers and others to apply
and develop learning process.

3. The results of this research can be applied as data for related research.

Scope
The scope of this research is defined as follows:

1. The population in this research consists of first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students in the academic year 2006 in tertiary institutions in Bangkok
metropolis and vicinity, where a Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts) and a Bachelor of
Education in Thai Music and Western music theory courses are taught. There were 7
institutions, including 8 faculties and 108 students, chosen as samples.

2. The variables in the research

(1) Independent variables include a Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts) and a
Bachelor of Education in Thai Music in which first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students are pursuing.

(2) Dependent variables include the students’ attitudes towards Western
music theory courses, concerning value of the subject, subject content, learning-
teaching process, measurement and evaluation.

3. The tools employed in this research were questionnaires produced by the
researcher, based on the Likert scale. They consist of 2 parts.

Part 1 is asks general information about the first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students and their Western music theory class.

Part 2 asks about attitudes towards Western music theory courses criteria:

(1) Value of the subject
(2) Subject content
(3) Learning-teaching process

(4) Measurement and evaluation.

Research Methodology
1. Population

The population in this research is first-year Thai music major undergraduate
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students in the academic year 2006 in higher institutions in Bangkok metropolis and

vicinity in which Thai music and Western music theory courses are taught. There

were 7 institutions, consisting of 8 faculties and 108 students, chosen as example,

which can be classified as follows;

Degree Institution Population
1. Department of Music (Thai), Faculty of Fine 14
and Applied Arts, Chulalongkorn University
2.Thai Music Division, Department of
Communication Arts, Faculty of Humanities, 25
Kasetsart University

Bachelor of | 3.Department of Thai and Oriental Music, College
Arts of Music, Mahidol University ?
(or Fine Arts) | 4. Department of Thai Music, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, 14
Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University
5. Department of Music (Thai), Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Nakhon Pathom 9
Rajabhat University
6.Field of Study of Music Education, Department
of Art Music and Dance Education, Faculty of 10
Education, Chulalongkorn University
Bachelor of 7. Departmeflt of Musif: EducaTtiorT (Thai -Musi-c), 18
Education Faculty of Fine Art, Srinakharinwirot University
8. Division of Thai Music, Department of Drama
and Music Education, Faculty of Drama and 9

Music, Rajamangala University of Technology

Thanyaburi
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Bachelor of Arts =71

Bachelor of Education =37

2. Research Tools

The tool used in this research were designed by the researcher and consisted of
a questionnaire asking attitudes towards Western music theory courses, regarding the
subject value, subject content, learning-teaching process, measurement and
evaluation. The questionnaire is divided into 2 parts.

Part 1 asks general information about the first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students and their Western music theory class.

Part 2 asks about attitudes towards Western music theory courses under 4
criteria: value of the subject, subject content, learning-teaching process, measurement
and evaluation. Evaluation and measurement in this research is based on the Likert
scale, which divides the results into 5 levels--- best, good, medium, poor and very

poor.

3. Data Collection

The researcher formally sought and obtained the letter of research co-
operation from the Faculty of Graduate Studies, Mahidol University and sent it to the
faculty that the sampled students belonged for the permission of the students to be
questioned. The researcher collected the data collection himself in February 2008.
After that he collected and primarily checked the results before carefully choosing

ones to for use in the research.

4. Data Analysis

(1) Analyze the status data from the sampled students by using distribution to
find frequency and percentage.

(2) Analyze the attitude of students towards Western music theory courses
according to the 4 criteria; subject value, subject content, learning-teaching process,
measurement and evaluation by using percentage, mean (x ), and standard deviation

(S.D.). The result is then presented in form of table accompanied by a description.



UUNAINGIDY UH1INFBUTAD ffL. (AUA3) / 81

(3) Compare the attitudes of students according to the study program’s
identified variable using the t (t — test).

Results

1. The general information about the students sampled

There were 99 sampled students in the sample. In the sampling, 52 of them
were females and the rest 47 were males. From the figures mentioned, there were 67
students who are pursuing a Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts) with other 32 students
studying in a Bachelor of Education.

2. According to the research of first-year Thai music major undergraduate
students in the academic year 2006 in universities in Bangkok metropolis and vicinity
towards Western music theory courses, it was found that, generally, the students had a
medium level of attitude towards the theory as follows:

(1) They had a good attitude towards the value of the subject

(2) They had a medium attitude towards the subject content

(3) They had a medium attitude towards a learning-teaching process
(4) They had a medium attitude towards measurement and evaluation.

3. From the comparison of attitudes of first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students in the academic year 2006 in tertiary institutions in Bangkok
metropolis and vicinity towards Western music theory courses in 4 criteria: value of
the subject, subject content, learning-teaching process, measurement, and evaluation,
among students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts) and those pursuing a
Bachelor of Education, it was found that there was a significant difference in
attitudes, amounting to a statistical level of 0.05. The students who are pursuing a
Bachelor of Education had more positive attitudes than their counterparts pursuing a
Bachelor of Arts (or Fine Arts).

Discussion

1. In the results of research on first-year Thai music major undergraduate
students in the academic year 2006 in universities in Bangkok metropolis and vicinity
towards Western music theory courses in 4 aspects: value of the subject, subject

content, learning-teaching process, measurement and evaluation, it was found that:
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(1) In terms of value of the subject, the students had a good attitude
towards Western music theory courses because they realized that the knowledge could
be applied to Thai Music courses, especially knowledge about Western notation,
which includes how to read and record musical notes. Furthermore, Western musical
notation is more effective in music recognition than other kinds of notations. They are
able to be recorded by any music-related instruments. Western musical notes also are
effective for musical structure analysis. Besides the benefits in academic knowledge,
Western music theory is essential for pursuing a graduate degree. The results of the
research also indicate that students had a medium attitude for some questions
regarding the motivation of learning of Western music theory courses. That was
probably because they thought the theory was beneficial but it was somewnhat
unrelated to their future career in Thai music.

(2) In terms of subject content, the students had a medium attitude, which
counts as the lowest average point in this research. It was also found that the subject
content of Western music theory courses was seen as difficult. Sometimes they
consisted of complex rules. This low attitude might be caused by either the students’
pervious experience or by their insufficient knowledge in general music theory as
their course focuses only on Thai Music. Western music theory courses are based on
the study of fundamental Western music theory, including the content of rhythm,
pitch, reading and recording of notes, singing, ear training, scales, intervals, musical
terms and so on. The content is very detailed and, at times, requires previous
knowledge as a prerequisite to more advanced subjects. This may have led to students
perceiving that Western music theory as difficult to learn.

(3) In terms of learning-teaching process, the students had a medium
attitude. This might be related the findings that indicated the students’ view of the
subject as difficult. Another possible factor was that Western music theory courses
was not related to their major subject and the knowledge from the course might not be
applied after it ended. The students’ thought led to the loss of interest in studying
Western music theory courses.

(4) In terms of measurement and evaluation, the students had a

medium attitude. This might be related to the previous findings with regards to subject
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content and learning-teaching process in association with difficulty of subject content
and student’s learning behavior in which their attitudes yielded similar results.

2. The results of comparison of attitude among first-year Thai music major
undergraduate students in universities in Bangkok metropolis and vicinity towards
Western music theory courses in 4 aspects: value of the subject, subject content,
learning-teaching process, measurement and evaluation. The research was conducted
between two groups— students who are pursuing a Bachelor of Arts and those who
are pursuing a Bachelor of Education. It was found that there was a significant
difference, counting as 0.05 in statistical level. The students who are pursuing a
Bachelor of Education had a higher attitude than the students who are pursuing a
Bachelor of Arts. It might be because the students who are pursuing a Bachelor of
Education are trained to be Thai Music teachers with the knowledge-caring ability
believed as a quality of people with academic excellence. The students are pursuing a
Bachelor of Education, therefore, paid attention to knowledge outside their field.
However, in the case of the students who are pursuing a Bachelor of Arts, they are
trained to be a Thai Music artist. Their field focuses more on performance and
academic area of Thai Music than Western music theory courses. That might generate
difference between the two groups of students.

Recommendations

1. From the fact that almost all of the researched universities have set Western
music theory courses only one semester in each academic year, the researcher would
like to suggest that the course be extended into two semesters a year. It is essential
because if there is no change, the teacher who is responsible for the course will be
forced to teach to meet the proposed time while the learner are not able to keep up
with the lessons learned. Therefore, the extension of course period might be effective
in coping with the problems mentioned, as a means to help the teacher design a useful
Western music theory course schedule, including some additional activities to
stimulate the student’s learning ability.

2. In courses enrolled by Thai Music students, Western notation should be
included although Western music theory course in the semester has ended. This is

possible through mixing Western notation in courses, such as Music performance to
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help students achieve the potentials of reading and performing musical instrument
effectively with the use of Western musical notes as a medium.

3. Besides doing a conventional lecture, the teacher responsible for Western
music theory courses needs to have a wide variety of teaching methods to motivate
students. This is also a way to create a positive attitude towards the course.

4. In the process of teaching Western music theory courses, the student should
be taught to perform on a musical instrument, along with a typical class lecture. One
of the examples is playing the recorder which does not have any complex feature,
mobile and inexpensive. The main purpose of including Western music theory courses
in Thai Music’s curriculum is to help students read and understand Western musical
signs. So teaching through performance enriches direct learning experience to achieve

the objectives of the course.

Recommendations for Further Studies

1. There should be a research on first-year Thai Music major undergraduate
students’ attitudes towards Western music theory courses at a regional level.

2. There should be research on Thai Music major undergraduate students’
attitudes with other variables, such as academic level and the main instrument of their
major.

3. There should be research on Western music theory knowledge of Thai
Music major undergraduate students at every academic level.

4. There should be a research on teaching methodology aimed at Thai Music
major undergraduate students to find suitable aspects to help them learn better.
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