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Article 1 “For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every
human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the
child, majority is attained earlier.”
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° Article 47

The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

° Article 48

The present Convention shall remain open for accession by any State. The
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

" Article 49

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of the
twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on
the thirtieth day after the deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification or

accession.
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" Article 51

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate to all
States the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession.

2. Areservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to that effect
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then inform all
States. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received by the

Secretary-General
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Article 29 Territorial scope of treaties
Unless a different intention appears from the treaty or is otherwise established,

a treaty is binding upon each party in respect of its entire territory.
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" Article 43(1)

For the purpose of examining the progress made by States Parties in achieving
the realization of the obligations undertaken in the present Convention, there shall be
established a Committee on the Rights of the Child, which shall carry out the functions

hereinafter provided.
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8997 AUAUNAA, BIUANETINT 3 U 43, 89ly, Dan ODonnel, “The

Committee on the Rights of the Child : A new UN Treaty Monitoring body — Two Steps

Forward... One Step Backward?,” International Children’s rights Monitor 4, (1991).

" Article 43(3)

The members of Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of
persons nominated by State Parties. Each State Party may nominate one person from
among its own nationals.

* Article 43(6) “The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of
four years. They shall be eligible for re-election if renominated. The term of five of the
members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately

after the first election, the names of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the

Chairman of the meeting.”
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*" Article 44(1)

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, reports on the measures they have adopted which give
effect to the rights recognized herein and on the progress made on the enjoyment of
those rights:

(a) Within two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party
concerned;

(b) Thereafter every five years.

2

90T AUAWAA, BNUAUTIETINT 3 U. 45, 891U, Cynthia Price Cohen,

United Nations: Convention on the Rights of the Child Introductory Note, 4-6

International Legal Materials 1448, 1452 (1989).
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ANIENITUNNIANTANUMNANLIETNENE,  <http://oppc.opp.go.th/oppc_doc/book/report_

contact_child.pdf> (Last visited 4 July 2007).
% iiefa.
** Article 45 “In order to foster the effective implementation of the Convention
and to encourage international co-operation in the field covered by the Convention:
(a) The specialized agencies, the United Nations Children's Fund, and other
United Nations organs shall be entitled to be represented at the consideration of the
implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall within the scope of

their mandate. The Committee may invite the specialized agencies, the United Nations

Children's Fund and other competent bodies as it may consider appropriate to provide
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expert advice on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling within the scope
of their respective mandates. The Committee may invite the specialized agencies, the
United Nations Children's Fund, and other United Nations organs to submit reports on
the implementation of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their activities;

(b) The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to the
specialized agencies, the United Nations Children's Fund and other competent bodies,
any reports from States Parties that contain a request, or indicate a need, for technical
advice or assistance, along with the Committee's observations and suggestions, if any,
on these requests or indications;

(c) The Committee may recommend to the General Assembly to request the
Secretary-General to undertake on its behalf studies on specific issues relating to the
rights of the child;

(d) The Committee may make suggestions and general recommendations based
on information received pursuant to articles 44 and 45 of the present Convention. Such
suggestions and general recommendations shall be transmitted to any State Party
concerned and reported to the General Assembly, together with comments, if any, from
States Parties.
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* Article 44(5)

The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly, though the Economic and
Social Council, every two years, reports on its activities.

» Bans AUAWIAA, $19udaiFeess07 3 1. 51, §2911, Daniel O’ Donnell, The

Convention on the Rights of the Child: A challenge for UNICEF.
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about/who/index_history.html> (Last visited 5 November 2007).
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** UNICEF, “About UNICEF: Who we are — UNICEF’s mission statement,”
< http://www.unicef.org /about/who/index_mission.html> (Last visited 5 November 2007).

* Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, Article 42 “States Parties
undertake to make the principles and provisions of the Convention widely known, by
appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike.”

® B989 AUAWNAA, udaTeesiod 3 . 54

* Article 45(b) “The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate,to
the specialized agencies, the United Nations Children's Fund and other competent
bodies, any reports from States Parties that contain a request, or indicate a need, for
technical advice or assistance, along with the Committee's observations and
suggestions, if any, on these requests or indications;”

o UNICEF, “UNICEF in action,” < http://www.unicef.org/crc/index_action.html/>
(Last visited 5 November 2007).
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* UNESCO, “UNESCO History,” < http://www.unescobkk.org/index.php?id
=2731& type=98 > (Last visited 5 November 2007).

“ Ibid.
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UNESCO Constitution, Article 1 paragraph 2 “By instituting collaboration
among the nations to advance the ideal of equality of educational opportunity without
regard to race, sex or any distinctions, economic or social.”

** World Health Organization, “Working for health: An introduction to the World
Health Organization,” < http://www.who.int/about/brochure_en.pdf > (Last visited 5

November 2007).
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“ gudianasasdnisansdialan 411IN311N19E181I0UET NIZNINAIBITUGT,

“UsziminazanuiiuniaasasAanigaundelan( World Health Organization : WHO,”
<http://whodoc. moph.go.th/twho.html> (Last visited 5 November 2007).

“ Article 24

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation
of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right
of access to such health care services.

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular,
shall take appropriate measures:

(a) To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to
all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available technology
and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-water, taking
into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution;

(d) To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;

(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, are
informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of
child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and environmental

sanitation and the prevention of accidents;



61

1 1 v

TN19ALHBUIRIAN TN lanTinaadesiuAnIl asAnseunTalanfias fiaaAntis
nalselomigegaaaasniduasuusn feluilagiiuesdnsewnsialaniilassnisineaiulse
dld ] (<3 g‘/ = % dl all o o a dll VG|
lAdnANansENUAaIAn wananil Antihfaueseauneaiunisadiunisive Wil
o =® o a V| o 'S < o [

pNaydoynn sandansaiunis Wdullaundnuatlss lamigegareaindudy
wannisiuguLlsznisnilsreseydoyyne ludeuneylureudiaresnianssnaesassnis

o o = 2’/ 3 o = 9 p 9 o o
adelanmnidy wms 45(a) BnvivesAniseundalan  AuthliAuueilugue
guaenganeanunisaiunis iiullaudnuadsslonigegauaasin musinsm  3(1)
pxna lunatdnar iRt uTesasAnsawdeTan aulENiRg 45(b)

3) S9ANITANUNTLAZLNEATLINANLTZINEE (FAO) BIANITANTUNTHAZLNEAT LA

auls2a1915 1138 Food and Agriculture Organization - FAO iluaaAnnsseudnalssina
meldesinsandszanai fiwihfissusn Aiemsiiasmaunsdayadnomadulngunis
a1z manens thlduaztlszas Wiszmasing o et dudeyailsenannisiviun
wlaunansinems

v
o

(1) Anaflunnaas FAO lunuaenisinidyNiAsa9e9AnsanLlsssn i faau

v
a o

TnenAnszguantlszaas ou 59 Virginia  andgewidng il a.a. 1943 Aideen1sdnsa
- ' Ao a 4 45 | =
aeAnssEnInslszmAnAivauizesatsuaznanEas uazsiannlull a..1945 lunns

Uszguaiausnaas FAO Nilszaulddumlianseasdnig FAO lunuaannsdniinyduasiis

(f) To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family planning
education and services.

3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to
abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4. States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-operation
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognized in the
present article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of
developing countries.

“ FAO, “FAO at work : A short history of FAQ,” < http://www.fao.org/UNFAQO/

about/history_en.html> (Last visited 5 November 2007).
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*“ Ibid.

" Article 27

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living
adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

2. The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary
responsibility to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of
living necessary for the child's development.

3. States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their means,
shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to
implement this right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and support
programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovery of
maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial
responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In particular,
where the person having financial responsibility for the child lives in a State different
from that of the child, States Parties shall promote the accession to international
agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as well as the making of other
appropriate arrangements.

“ 8997 AUAUNIAA, BINUAUTIATINN 3 U. 56.
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* Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic
exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere
with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental,
spiritual, moral or social development.

2. States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To this end, and having
regard to the relevant provisions of other international instruments, States Parties shall in
particular:

(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment;

(b) Provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of
employment;

(c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective

enforcement of the present article.
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53Jaap Doek and Nigel Cantwell, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of

the Child : a guide to the “Travaux préparatoires”, (Dordrecht : Martinus Nijhoff Publishers,

1992), p. 582. (E/CN.4/1988/28, pp. 34 — 41.)
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* ICRC, “The ICRC's Mission Statement,” <http://mwww.icrc.org/\Web/Eng/siteengO.
nsf/html/68EE39> (Last visited 5 November 2007).
*ICRC, “Protecting children in armed conflict,” <http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/

siteeng0.nsf/html/children-interview-101207> (Last visited 5 November 2007).
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* UNICEF, “Child’s rights & AIDS,” <http://www.unicef.org/malaysia/hiv_aids
_6667.html> (Last visited 5 November 2007).

*" Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, Article 24

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation
of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right
of access to such health care services forth in the present Convention and in other
international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are
Parties.

2. For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate,
co-operation in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent intergovernmental

organizations or non-governmental organizations cooperating with the United Nations to
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protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other members of the family
of any refugee child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or
her family. In cases where no parents or other members of the family can be found, the
child shall be accorded the same protection as any other child permanently or
temporarily deprived of his or her family environment for any reason, as set forth in the
present Convention. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and,

in particular, shall take appropriate measures:

(a) To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to
all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available technology
and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-water, taking
into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution;

(d) To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;

(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, are
informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of
child health and nutrition, the advantages of breast-feeding, hygiene and environmental
sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

(f) To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family planning
education and services.

3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to
abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4. States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-operation
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognized in the
present article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of

developing countries.
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*® UNICEF, supra note.

* Article 20

1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment,
or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be
entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the State.

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative

care for such a child.
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3. Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, kafalah of Islamic law,
adoption or if necessary placement in suitable institutions for the care of children. When
considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of continuity in a
child's upbringing and to the child's ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background

® CAROLYN HAMILTON and TABATHA ABU EL-HAJ, “Armed conflict : The

protection of children under international law,” The International Journal of Children’s

Rights, 5, (1997), p. 1
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" Ibid.

* Ibid.

* Rachel Hodgkin and Peter Newell, supra note p. 566.

* Article 38

1. States Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of
international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed conflicts which are relevant
to the child.

2. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who
have not attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

3. States Parties shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not attained the
age of fifteen years into their armed forces. In recruiting among those persons who have
attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the age of eighteen years,
States Parties shall endeavor to give priority to those who are oldest.

4. In accordance with their obligations under international humanitarian law to

protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, States Parties shall take all feasible
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measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed
conflict

* Article 39

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and
psychological recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of: any form of neglect,
exploitation, or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in
an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child.

® a1FuNLNI8 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
the involvement of children in armed conflicts 293A 8

Convinced that an optional protocol to the Convention that raises the age of
possible recruitment of persons into armed forces and their participation in hostilities will
contribute effectively to the implementation of the principle that the best interests of the

child are to be a primary consideration in all actions concerning children,
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" Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic
exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere
with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental,
spiritual, moral or social development.

2. States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To this end, and having
regard to the relevant provisions of other international instruments, States Parties shall in
particular:

(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employment;

(b) Provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of
employment;

(c) Provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective

enforcement of the present article
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" Michele D’Avolio, “Child Labor and Cultural Relativism : From 19" century

America to 21° century Nepal,” Pace International Law Review, (Spring, 2004)(Lexis

2005).

" Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography

Article 8

1. States Parties shall adopt appropriate measures to protect the rights and
interests of child victims of the practices prohibited under the present Protocol at all

stages of the criminal justice process, in particular by:



I

(a) Recognizing the vulnerability of child victims and adapting procedures to
recognize their special needs, including their special needs as withesses;

(b) Informing child victims of their rights, their role and the scope, timing and
progress of the proceedings and of the disposition of their cases;

(c) Allowing the views, needs and concerns of child victims to be presented and
considered in proceedings where their personal interests are affected, in a manner
consistent with the procedural rules of national law;

(d) Providing appropriate support services to child victims throughout the legal
Process;

(e) Protecting, as appropriate, the privacy and identity of child victims and taking
measures in accordance with national law to avoid the inappropriate dissemination of
information that could lead to the identification of child victims;

(f) Providing, in appropriate cases, for the safety of child victims, as well as that
of their families and witnesses on their behalf, from intimidation and retaliation;

(g) Avoiding unnecessary delay in the disposition of cases and the execution of
orders or decrees granting compensation to child victims.

2. States Parties shall ensure that uncertainty as to the actual age of the victim
shall not prevent the initiation of criminal investigations, including investigations aimed at
establishing the age of the victim.

3. States Parties shall ensure that, in the treatment by the criminal justice system
of children who are victims of the offences described in the present Protocol, the best
interest of the child shall be a primary consideration.

4. States Parties shall take measures to ensure appropriate training, in particular
legal and psychological training, for the persons who work with victims of the offences
prohibited under the present Protocol.

5. States Parties shall, in appropriate cases, adopt measures in order to protect
the safety and integrity of those persons and/or organizations involved in the prevention

and/or protection and rehabilitation of victims of such offences.
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6. Nothing in the present article shall be construed to be prejudicial to or
inconsistent with the rights of the accused to a fair and impartial trial.

" International Social Service, International Resource Center For the Protection
of Children in Adoption, “The Rights of the Child in Internal and Intercountry Adoption :
Ethics and Principles Guidelines for Practice,” <http:www.iss-ssi.org/Resource_Centre

/ethical _guidelines.pdf> (Last visited 5 November 2007).
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" Van Bueren, Geraldine, “Children’s Access to Adoption Records — State

Discretion or an Enforceable International Right?,” The Modern Law Review, 58,

(January 1995), p. 38.

" Article 21

States Parties that recognize and/or permit the system of adoption shall ensure
that the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration and they shall:

(a) Ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by competent
authorities who determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures and on
the basis of all pertinent and reliable information, that the adoption is permissible in view

of the child's status concerning parents, relatives and legal guardians and that, if
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required, the persons concerned have given their informed consent to the adoption on
the basis of such counselling as may be necessary;

(b) Recognize that inter-country adoption may be considered as an alternative
means of child's care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an adoptive family or
cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child's country of origin;

(c) Ensure that the child concerned by inter-country adoption enjoys safeguards
and standards equivalent to those existing in the case of national adoption;

(d) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in inter-country adoption, the
placement does not result in improper financial gain for those involved in it;

(e) Promote, where appropriate, the objectives of the present article by
concluding bilateral or multilateral arrangements or agreements, and endeavour, within
this framework, to ensure that the placement of the child in another country is carried out

by competent authorities or organs
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* Article 34

States Parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation
and sexual abuse. For these purposes, States Parties shall in particular take all
appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:

(a) The inducement or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual
activity;

(b) The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual
practices;

(c) The exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials

* Article 35

States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral
measures to prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or

in any form
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" Article 51

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate to all
States the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession.

2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to that effect
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then inform all
States. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received by the
Secretary-General

" Article 7

1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right
from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as possible, the right to
know and be cared for by his or her parents.

2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of these rights in accordance
with their national law and their obligations under the relevant international instruments in

this field, in particular where the child would otherwise be stateless
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" Article 22

1. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is
seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable
international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or
accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive appropriate
protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in
the present Convention and in other international human rights or humanitarian
instruments to which the said States are Parties.

2. For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate,
co-operation in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent intergovernmental
organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the United Nations to
protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other members of the family
of any refugee child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or
her family. In cases where no parents or other members of the family can be found, the
child shall be accorded the same protection as any other child permanently or
temporarily deprived of his or her family environment for any reason , as set forth in the

present Convention
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