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Buddhist women who were ordained at the time of the Lord Buddha, callcd
“BHIKKHUNI , were permitted to be one of the four prime memberships(BHORISAT 4).
They were ordained traditionally. They had scveral reasons for and a lot uf cbjevtives in
ordination, particularly attaining enlightenment. They behaved according to the Lord
Duddha’s teaching stictly, and were apparent in  their status and  the roles  of]
benefactors for Buddhists.

The end of Bhikkhuni instwdon came from both inner and outer causes
resulting in the disappearance of “Bhikkhuni”. Nowadays ordained Buddhist women
called “Maeli” are much different from Bhikkhuni. The Mae Ji ordination is sumple.
They just follow the eight precepts of Buddhism, while the Bhikkhuni had to
observe 311 precepts.

Reasons - given by the Maeji for leaving secular life  are: faith in
Buddhism, search for life solution, belief in superstition, opperfunity to study
[Buddhism, search for peace by following the “Bod}ﬁpakkhiyadhamma 37",
 The comparative  study d;smonsﬁated that the Buddhist Mae Ji at Wat
Paknam were under the administration of the monks and that their main function|
w-asr 'tg ffeﬁa:e E food_ for monks. The women ordained at Danmahamongkol were
indéi:éndent ‘to recéivé support from the believers even though theﬁ motivations to

live a religious life were the same as those of the monks.




