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The purpose of this descriptive research was lead to study first aid practice on
road traffic accident victims in prehospital phase by policemen and rescue volunteers and
discover problems conceming first aid practice. The sample inchided 100 police and
rescue volunteers who transported road traffic accident victims to Saraburi hospital and
agreed to participate in the stdy during 24 December 1997 through 10 June 1998.
Patients’ dembgraphic data and patients’ assessesment were obtained. Police and rescue
volunteers were interviewed by the researcher for information about their first aid

practics.

Results show that 54.6% of aider made the area safe by controlling traffic. 30.1%
of aiders protected themselves from contact with patients” blood. 61.2% of the traffic
victims suffer from bleeding wounds, 52.5% from bone fracture, 32.8% from loss of
consciousness, 19.7% from loss of consciousness with bleeding through nose or mouth,
16.4% from penetrating wound, 12.6% from apnea or inadequte breathing, 8.7% from
hemorrhagic shock and 8.7% from cardiac arrest. First aid practise conmsisted of 30%
wound dressing, 21.4% stop bleeding, 18.8% cardiac massage, 16.7% open air way,
13.5% bone fracture splinting. No ventilation assistance or shock management was
practiced. 83.6% of the victims were transported with on observer; 6.0% were carried
with spinal care. 0.5% of the victims received first aid informed by communication
between the hospital and the accident site. These finding can be used by similar

organizatios in planning and developing care of trauma victims,




