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ABSTRACT
This academic article aims to present a viewpoint of the tourism impact by compiling
documentary researches, reviewing interviews on related personnel, and studying minutes taken
from Maha Sarakham’s tourism conferences held between 2014 and 2015. From the study,
the tourism in Maha Sarakham is proceeding to a positive direction. If considering from staying
overnight records, it is found that the number of staying overnight is higher than one-day travelling.
Moreover, the government and private sectors from both outer and within the area usually hold

conferences in the province. Most of tourists are from the same part of the country which is the
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northeastern of Thailand. Maha Sarakham’s image can be expressed and promoted by the famous
and unique Phra That Na Dun, a Buddha’s relic which has been very important to the province
since a long time ago. By analyzing the impact that might affect economy, society, culture,
and environment, the findings show that these changeable factors cannot be controlled.
Nevertheless, administrative policies can be carefully determined. Although Maha Sarakham is quite
small in size comparing to other tourist cities in the middle E-San, promoting the city to create tourist
dispersal will lead to positive results on the mentioned four factors. Even though there will be some
negative results as well, a careful plan in advance can help leading to sustainability in the long term.

Keywords : Tourism, City Model, Creative Economy
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