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A LOCAL WISDOM AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT: A STUDY OF SUPHANBURI
LITERATURE AND ITS IMPLICATION FOR LOCAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

SUWANNEE PORNPANAROM 4337294 ENTM/M
M.Sc. (TECHNOLOGY OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS : SITTIPONG DILOKWANICH, Ph.D. (HUMAN GEOGRAPHY),
SUWILAI PREMSRIRAT, Ph.D. (LINGUISTICS), JULAPORN EUARUKSKUL, Ph.D.
(POLITICS)

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the development of local wisdom in relation to ways of life
and resource management from the reflection of local literatures. In addition, the appropriate
usage of local wisdom in natural resources and environmental management for present
application was analyzed. The study is based on four types of Suphanburi literary works,
which are Nirat (a traditional Thai poetry style), documentary works, short stories and novels.

This study mainly focuses on reviewing documentary works and related papers. The
time period covers the early Rattanakosin period to the decade of 2520 B.E. The contents
show two major aspects. Firstly, the life pattern of Suphanburi inhabitants comprises
economic system and livelihood, traditions, rites and beliefs, relationships within family,
community and the State. Secondly, resource management comprises soil and water
management. The analysis concerns the interrelation between these two aspects that will
influence the future resource status and ways of life by considering both internal and external
factors. The internal factors are numbers of population, local resources, topography and
climate, community’s economic affairs, relationships with family and community, while, the
external factors are politics, government’s social and economic policies, economic system, and
infrastructure. 40 literary works from four categories of Suphanburi literature were gathered
and overlayed with secondary data. As a result, 3 major intervals were designated Founding
Rattanakosin (B.E. 2325-2398), Free Trade Rattanakosin (B.E. 2398-2475) and Transforming
Rattanakosin (B.E. 2475-2520). In analyzing the literature, I considered the derivation,
development, missing parts, adjustment of wisdom. And then, I selected the wisdom which
could potentially be used by local professionals and experts. Finally, I assessed those wisdoms
for potential application in the present.

Truly, literary works can effectively reflect the thinking system, local wisdom in ways
of life, and resource management. They can also educate readers in different styles of
knowledge compared to regular academic writing because they can be more fun, more
emotional, more imaginative, easier to understand, more interesting, and more attractive to
readers. People can get knowledge and entertainment at the same time. From the study, some
local wisdom applicable at all times is saving, self-sufficiency and landuse appropriateness.
But while I found that the literature reflected local wisdom, this wisdom was not always
highly regarded in other places. Local wisdom needs to be adapted and used in new ways.

KEY WORDS: LOCAL WISDOM/ WAYS OF LIFE/ RESOURCE MANAGEMENT/
SUPHANBURI LITERATURE

183 pp. ISBN 974-04-5753-3
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A LOCAL WISDOM AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT:
A STUDY OF SUPHANBURI LITERATURE AND IT’S
IMPLICATION FOR LOCAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Background and Rationale

Generally, most people consider that literature or literary works reflect emotional
and entertainment values. However, they include details and contents of cultural,
social and environmental aspects apart from conceptual, sensual and emotional ones.

Suphanburi is a province with a long history. The area yielded good harvests in
particular during the dry season. Nevertheless, this basin turned into flood plain when
rainy season came and thus, left the soils to recover from previously heavy cultivation.
Flood plain also brought community habitants up to the time of making merits and
performing good deeds. These civilisations describe the ways of life that are in
harmony with the local ecology.

Literature is an artefact provoking trends and at the same time reflecting on
thoughts and state of society. In an author’s and others’ views, literature is found being
an interesting piece of study, which reveals the development of thinking system,
customs and beliefs of Suphanburi’s community underneath the wisdom and ways of
life. In addition, the author presumes the essence of the study on factors affecting and
influencing the transformation of thinking system, beliefs and customs from the early
age till today. These causes will be benefit to instruct the guidelines of local resource
management and sustainable development. The trends towards the local wisdom will
also be an interesting aspect to explore whether how deep these trends can impact the

present and the future of the local community.
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Objectives

1 To study the development of local wisdom in relation to ways of life and
resource management affecting conditions of living and resources by the reflection of
literatures.

2 To analyze the appropriate usage of local wisdom in natural resources and

environmental management for present application.

Scope of the study

This research study divides into two areas:

1 Study area is on Suphanburi province, according to the recent administrative
divisions for convenient access to the information and reference.

2 The content aims at four types of literary works, which are poetry (e.g. Nirat),
documentary, short story and fiction/ novel. These types of literary works cover ways
of life, including the economic and social systems, traditions, relationships within
community, family and state and the natural resources management, in particular
water and soil. The time period cover from the early Rattanakosin period to the

decade of 2520.

Research Procedures

The secondary data have been gathered and reviewed from the very beginning,
which covered data from the early Rattanakosin period to present. The contents show
separately into two major aspects.

1. The ways of life pattern of Suphanburi habitants comprises:

1) Economic system and livelihood

2) Traditions, rites and beliefs related to daily life

3) Relationships within family, community and the State
2. Resource Management

1) Soil management includes land and quality of soil

2) Water management includes both quantity and quality
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The analysis concerns the interrelation between the two aspects that will
influence the future resource status and ways of life.

The more understanding in social context in each period of time brings the
more considerate in contents, thinking system and plausibility for which a decent
reflection from those literary works. The research procedures shall consider factors
that have influenced in thinking system, ways of life and resource management in
individual period. The internal factors are numbers of population, local resources,
topography and climate, community’s economic affairs, relationships with family and
community, community characteristics (e.g. strength, unity, etc.), local leader’s
character and local beliefs, customs and rites. While, the external factors are politics,
government’s social and economic policies, economic system, urbanisation and the
improved public utility and communication.

This research will consider four types of literary works, namely, Nirat, short
story, documentary and novel. Four categories of Suphanburi literatures were
gathered and overlayed with secondary data. As a result, there were 3 major intervals:
Founding Rattanakosin (B.E. 2325-2398), Free Trade Rattanakosin (B.E. 2398-2475)
and Transforming Rattanakosin (B.E. 2475-2520). To analyze the wisdom, the
researcher consider the derivation, development, missing, adjustment of those wisdom.
And then, select the wisdom which have tendency to be retrievable for asking further
information with the local professionals and experts. Finally, assess those wisdoms for

applying to the present.

A Summary of Ways of Life and Resource Management.

Founding Period B.E. 2325-2398

This period found 2 pieces of Nirats related to Suphanburi which reflected
livelihood, tradition, ritual and beliefs of people along the river. The internal factors
were a small amount of population, abundant fertile resources, nature based landscape
and agricultural areas without any modification, self sufficient economy, intra
community interdependence, strong community coherence. Villagers were still under
the prai and suai system (servant system). As for the external factors, the country was

at war sporadically with neighboring countries and the internal rebellion. The
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government policy hurriedly encouraged its people into agricultural development as it
could be used for food during the wartime and for the people in the entire country. The
exportation of rice was then given the priority to the domestic consumption.

The people’s ways of living is based on self sufficient economic system and
livelihood. Trading began to emerge but not firmly established. Considering the
appropriate land and climate, villagers grew a large variety of various plants, mainly
used in their kitchen. The villagers also produced their own tools and equipments used
in their daily lives. Money was not much of the medium of exchange, barter system
was widely practiced. Traditionally, most people still believed in spirit and sacred
objects. The relation in the community was interdependent, while the relation with the
government was under servant system.

The land management was mainly related to the ownership and right over the
lands for the ease of taxation for the government officers or those entrepreneurs who
received concession. Regarding the water management, many lowlands were flooded
during the rainy season. Fruits and crops, as a result, were destroyed. Dykes, therefore,
were built in this period and government officer had to report the rain precipitation
regularly.

The relation between livelihood and resource management was a simply nature-
based condition. Sources of food can be gathered from natural surroundings. As a
result, people developed love and bond to the nature indirectly. Depending upon the
nature, we have to respect and treat it nicely. People were self sufficient within the
community. This way of living therefore did not require any cost. The attitude
towards the concept of wealth rested on peoples work rather than external materials or
houses. Agriculture was based on their own survival. Though the government policy
encouraged the acceleration of agricultural production, serving mainly the domestic
market, not for the exportation. Thus, there were no problem of resource use and
resource conflict for a small number of population in central part of Thailand
(approximately 550,000 in B.E. 2360, Sternstein, 1993 quoted in Pongpaichit, B.E.
2546: 28). Villagers respected nature and created nature based activities. Allowing

nature to recover brought about resource abundance.
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Free Trade Period B.E. 2398-2475

In this period, pattern, content and language used in literary works were
obviously influenced by the western. The poetry was replaced by prose. Most of 21
literary works found were official documentary emphasized on cultivating report and
people’s earning for life.

In B.E. 2460, the central region approximately had 3,300,000 people who
apparently deteriorated natural resources (Manarungsan, 1989 quoted. in Pongpaichit,
B.E. 2546: 28). Some resources significantly reduced in number, such as fish and
forest area, which were changed for the sake of agricultural land. The community was
unity and interdependent. However, the conflict over the resources began to emerge.
The servant system was abolished in the reign of King Rama V. The external factor
consisted of the government policy that aimed at increasing the farm productions for
trading with foreign countries. Farmers then had more time to work in the fields. The
main road and transportation system were built in the downtown area of the district.

The local economy and their ways of living were half self-sufficiency and half
commercial purpose. The monocrops such as rice were grown to replace the traditional
one. Rice growing became of high interests. The land was extended even into the
hilly and dry area. Obviously, farmers began employed a broadcasting methodology
in the hilly area because it is convenient despite lack of the sufficient amount of water.
However, this cultivation destroyed the balance of water usage in relation to the land.
In addition, the non-locally made machine such as waterwheel engine was brought
into use. The cost incurred from hiring outsider, then, turned higher. Money became
important among the locals. From the purpose of official documentary, it devalued
cultural dimension like tradition, rite and belief. Once, the term addressed to the rice
variety which was coined in relation to the way of farmers planted, it gradually
disappeared. Apart from this, the “Thod Pha Pa” or commodity offerings of Suphan
people was found to have a distinctive characteristics, i.e. a strong unity and fun-
loving atmosphere. Any activities or works that required cooperation in the
community generally received a very good response such as canal excavation and
clearing water hyacinth.

Soil resource management at this period was mainly involved with the

ownership improvement of the right such as land survey, mapping, land registration,
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etc. Moreover, agricultural extension was promoted into the idle land and forest area
in order to increase production and to allocate the land for Thais. The canals were
deepened for the ease of transportation and the people were allowed to settle by the
river for trading. However, the soil resource management was involved with the
qualitative issue by letting the nature take course. In maintaining the water sources,
local people and the local organizations would look after their own resource before
seeking help from government sectors. However, nature could recover itself and
remain diversity of plants and animals since there was no serious deterioration of soil

and water resources.

Transformation Period B.E 2475 to the decade of 2520

For this period, the prose has been created in a large number, while poetry was
rarely found. From the search for Suphanburi literary, there are four kinds of literary
works but some of works like ‘Nirat U-Thong” was not found in book source.
However, with the varieties and numbers of works (17 pieces) compared to other
periods as well as most of works were written by people in Suphanburi, the reflection
in way of life was clearer than other periods of time.

The internal factors mentioned herein referred to rapid population growth. In
B.E. 2480 and 2490 the population number increased from 5,748,000 to 7,000,000
(Ingram, 1971: 46). While the local resources were exploited and decreasing, the
climate began to fluctuate. The government irrigation system covered more areas. The
community began to trade with the external markets. More commodity and clothing
were brought from outside community. The relation within family or community
interdependence began to decline, as the conflict over the resources appeared.

The external factors at this period highly affected the way of living of local
people and resource management. The policy and conceptual framework of each
government reflected in the economic plans which affected the implementation. The
first and second economic and social plan aimed at building more infrastructures and
facilities in the rural area. The third plan was considered affecting traditional way of
agriculture in the rural area, for example, the third planting in a year, the establishment
of rice research centers in the provincial area, loans for buying fertilizer or pesticide to

increase their production, land reform. In addition, the policy that aimed to increase
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the economic growth and foreign trade dragged Thailand into the international trade
rules and regulations.

A livelihood and full scale economic system led to the spreading of trading,
money oriented business over the interdependence and friendship. Barter system did
not exist. Monocrops were largely initiated with high risk of market mechanism.
Farmers turned to rely on irrigation water more than natural one, and focused on the
quantity of products rather than the balance and carrying capacity of natural condition.
Villagers no longer used their locally made equipments based on their wisdom but
turned to machines. Once faced with the damage of products or low price market,
farmers became fully in debt and lost their property eventually. Rice saving for family
consumption or seedlings gradually disappeared and their rice variety was also
missing.

The road transportation was more convenient and faster, robe offering by barge
gradually disappeared, family relationship declined. Working aged people leaving
their young children with the elderly people, either worked in the rice field or in other
industrial area or town. The older children would further their study in town. The
pictures clearly illustrated the larger gap between the two generations, as the family
size became more of a single family. Relatives were less interdependent, pitching in
and help was less popular and no long practiced nowadays. Conflict of the people
from different generation arose and led to the discontinuity of passing on knowledge
and local wisdom.

The soil management was still involved with ownership and rights over the
land. Land reform and management was initiated. The government encouraged use of
chemicals to accelerate growth which caused infertile soil. Further, land was not
allowed to recover. Water management was initiated with irrigation system to all area
while encouraging farmers to plant extensively. This policy resulted in water shortage
and polluted water.

In the part of the relation between ways of life and resource management,
change in the livelihood and mode of production led to higher expense and investment.
Subsequently, debt followed. As unable to pay off debt, farmers finally lost their land
and resort to other job as general employee both within and outside the agricultural

sector. In addition, agriculture for commercial purpose led to the exploitation of
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resources and resource conflict. The food security for consumption and seedlings
before trade was no longer practiced after B.E. 2500 because of in debt situation. To
restore the environmental condition, a large amount of money required for the project
despite of the fact that it is not always successful. The divergence between man and
nature began to emerge.

The highly developed facilities and infrastructures, though leading to a more
convenient lifestyle, cause a great impact to attitudes towards the traditional way of
living. Water supply made the locals ignore drinking natural water as they used to. The
interrelation between man and nature declined as did the respect and concern over the
canal. Road building may enable people to travel faster; somehow people lost their
appreciation to the canal. A fast pace of traveling was a double-edged sword that
brought materialistic attitudes as well as desire of development from outside.

The land readjustment made the irrigation of water in and out the rice field
possible. Land was made flat for plowing and machine use. However, it destroyed the
local biodiversity and source of food who had to use money for their food instead.
Under these circumstances, this way of living posed great impact to the nature
directly. Water became a source of serious conflict, while the existing water became
polluted and destroyed other resources such as aquatic plants and animals and
biodiversity in general. Soil which posed no qualitative problem in the past became
decayed, infertile, and full of diseases. Animals and plants affected by changes of
ecology had to adjust for the survival. Some disappeared such as plants and animal
outside the forest. Pest were another problem destroying crops and that forced farmers
to use chemicals, to get rid of it. The cost and investment became higher. The
attitudes towards concept of wealth were largely based on the external materials or

houses.

Truly, literary works can effectively reflect the thinking system, local wisdom in
way of life, and resource management. They would also educate readers the different
style of knowledge rather than regular academic writing such as more fun, more

emotional related, more imaginative, easier to understand, more interesting, and gain
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more attractiveness from readers. People could perceive knowledge and entertainment
values at the same time.

From the study, the local wisdom applicable at all times is saving, self-
sufficiency, landuse appropriateness. The literary works did not only reflect this via
the financial aspect but also the value the former generation felt when using resources,
such as water, firewood, charcoal, etc. A modest life, for example, required fewer
amounts of resources of water and electricity, moderate consumption and spending.
Farmers should be encouraged to grow various kinds of plants for the kitchen or
medical use. The locally made tools and utensils should be promoted to save the
expenses and reduced the external reliance. Furthermore, landuse appropriateness is
the useful wisdom that is much important. No need to invest in high cost for adjusting
the area and purchasing or hiring the equipment if using the land conform with the
natural condition. Therefore, natural balance was not destroyed.

Though other local wisdom related issues deemed as high value, local people
would go through the adaptation processes before application. Such processes
involved changes of attitudes towards way of thinking and living. Most villagers
understand the positive aspect of traditional wisdom. However, pressurized by the
social and economic condition, they lost their confidence in applying their wisdom
mainly derived by their debt and burden incurred from government offices and private
entrepreneurs. To convince the locals to understand the real value of local wisdom is
therefore essential. If they strongly believed that self sufficient way of living without
debt is the way leading to moderate happiness, their confidence and faith will be
revived and is leading to changes. Debt reduction and prevention of new debt are the
next process after they have adapted their attitudes. Having done this, they would
realize that relying on themselves the most, nature based agriculture for the lower cost
are really leading to liberate themselves from all difficulties. The application of the

traditional wisdom would definitely support creation of new wisdom.



