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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the development of local wisdom in relation to ways of life
and resource management from the reflection of local literatures. In addition, the appropriate
usage of local wisdom in natural resources and environmental management for present
application was analyzed. The study is based on four types of Suphanburi literary works,
which are Nirat (a traditional Thai poetry style), documentary works, short stories and novels.

This study mainly focuses on reviewing documentary works and related papers. The
time period covers the early Rattanakosin period to the decade of 2520 B.E. The contents
show two major aspects. Firstly, the life pattern of Suphanburi inhabitants comprises
economic system and livelihood, traditions, rites and beliefs, relationships within family,
community and the State. Secondly, resource management comprises soil and water
management. The analysis concerns the interrelation between these two aspects that will
influence the future resource status and ways of life by considering both internal and external
factors. The internal factors are numbers of population, local resources, topography and
climate, community’s economic affairs, relationships with family and community, while, the
external factors are politics, government’s social and economic policies, economic system, and
infrastructure. 40 literary works from four categories of Suphanburi literature were gathered
and overlayed with secondary data. As a result, 3 major intervals were designated Founding
Rattanakosin (B.E. 2325-2398), Free Trade Rattanakosin (B.E. 2398-2475) and Transforming
Rattanakosin (B.E. 2475-2520). In analyzing the literature, 1 considered the derivation,
development, missing parts, adjustment of wisdom. And then, I selected the wisdom which
could potentially be used by local professionals and experts. Finally, I assessed those wisdoms
for potential application in the present.

Truly, literary works can effectively reflect the thinking system, local wisdom in ways
of life, and resource management. They can also educate readers in different styles of
knowledge compared to regular academic writing because they can be more fun, more
emotional, more imaginative, easier to understand, more interesting, and more attractive to
readers. People can get knowledge and entertainment at the same time. From the study, some
local wisdom applicable at all times is saving, self-sufficiency and landuse appropriateness.
But while I found that the literature reflected local wisdom, this wisdom was not always
highly regarded in other places. Local wisdom needs to be adapted and used in new ways.
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