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This research aims to study language development of Thai children
narratives aged 4 6 9 and 11 years old comparing to adults in 3 aspects. The first
goal is to describe the characterization of syntactic complexity, including both
paradigmatic complexity and structural complexity. The second is to study
grammatical integration of complex units. The third goal is to examine the correlation
between the development of syntactic complexity and the grammatical integration. It
was found that types and number of words, total number of clauses in complex units
and tree diagram of each complex unit was likely to increase with age. In terms of
syntactic complexity and grammatical integration the 9-year-old and 11-year-old
groups were more similar to adults than the 4-year-old and 6-year-old groups were.

The correlation between the values of syntactic complexity and grammatical
integration was found to be positive 0.54 (p<<0.01) The result was statistically
significant for all age groups.

This research helps to support the idea that the syntactic complexity and
grammatical integration can reflect the language development of children’s language

development.





