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RATIPORN SRISOMSAP : FROM THREAT TO AMITY: A SHIFT OF
THAILAND'S PERCEPTIONS TOWARD CHINA IN CHINESE STUDIES IN
THAILAND. ADVISOR : THEEWIN SUPUTTIKUL, Ph. D., 121 pp.

246207

The main purpose of the study of a shift of Thai perceptions towards China
in Chinese Studies in Thailand (1948-1991) is to analyze how Chinese Studies in
Thailand created the explanations about China towards Thailand. And how these
explanations affected the Thai people’s perceptions towards China-as a "Threat" or

"Amity".

The analysis found that the relationship between Thailand and China has
changed significantly in a positive way. From the early Cold War, Thai leaders had
perceived that China was a threat to national security until the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Thailand and China officially in 1975. Thai leaders’
perceptions towards China changed positively and accepted that China was a
friendly country in both military, political, economic, social and cultural aspects. This
is the result of strategic change and changes in national interests of both countries
to the change of the world politics. But this change was not only caused by the
changes of foreign policy, but also the result of Thai people’s perception towards

China.

Department : __International Relations Student’s Signature Rah o Sm.somsap

Field of Study : ___International Relations Advisor's Signature D’\/?&
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