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ABSTRACT TE 162926

The purposes of this research were to study about the architectural identity of
Koh Yor local houses, the factors inducing changes of architectural styles of the Koh Yor
local houses, and to set up a stylebook ,being useful to the conservation and
development of Koh Yor houses as dwelliné units in Songkhla Province. This research
was conducted through 4 samples of Koh Yor local houses. The two kinds of instrument
used in this study were the survey forms and the interview forms. The survey forms had
been used with the samples as follows: one for surveying 5 Koh Yor local houses being
of architectural value; and the another for surveying 10 Koh Yor local houses to reveal
their behavior in using house floors. The interview forms had been used with the
samples as the following: one for interviewing 166 Koh Yor householders being of the
resident population; and the another for interviewing 3 architects a$ the specialists of
local house architecture. The data collected were analyzed in percentages. Then
conclusions were made and proposed as the conceptual idea pertaining to their
conservation and development.

The findings indicated that the surroundings of Koh Yor itself, in general, were as
the following. The resident population had been still in keeping their cultural identity and
having Buddhist monasteries as the center of their hearts union and the place for their
association as in participating any convention and doing religious activities together. All
necessary infrastructures including public utilities and public welfares had been
completely established.” But refuse collection and extermination within the vicinity of

Koh Yor had to be improved to some extent.
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In the area of environmental aspects of Koh Yor local houses in Songkhla
Province, most of the resident population had lived with their close relatives in extended
families, participated in any association of the members of their neighboring houses, -
and used the floor(s) inside of any house as the ceremonial area for paying homage to
their ancestors conventionally as well as for readying one(s) to enter the priesthood.

In the area of the constituent parts of Koh Yor local houses to which they were
the local identity, the findings also indicated that, in according with the characteristics of
floor plan, their constituents could be categorized into 7 parts. Regarding the structural
constituents, their material had to be changed or repaired intentionally because of their
deterioration as well as accidentally because their owners were unaware of the facts
concerned. In addition, there were certain problems caused by the short supply of
material needed, and the scarceness of skillful craftsmen.

In the area of behavioral aspects of using floors inside any house, the floor at the
hall and ground level had been used mostly by day because it was airy and spacious
but the floor of its hall and bedroom had been used mostly by night.

In the area behavioral aspects of using floors outside any house, the
householders had needed more convenient as other tifhes other manners, the samples
had needed more security of life and property as well as more privacy. In accordance
with their needs, beliefs in the direction of the houses as well as the auspices and
ceremonial observances had been respected for but reformed to some extent as
keeping them be abreast of the times. X

In the aspects of conservation and development, the samples had recognized
the value of their local houses, but the progressive trend of society, the need to be
abreast of the times, the problem conceming the expensiveness and short supply of
material needed and the scarceness of skillful craftsmen were the restriction on

conservation and development of the tocal architecture.



