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The Archbishop of Canterbury, Simon Sudbury, became chancellor and
required a tax of one shilling (twelve pence) of all people over the age of fifteen.
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As one of their leaders, a priest named John Ball, is said to have preached:

"When Adam delved and Eve span, where then were all the gentlemen."
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On Thursday, the day of the feast, they crossed London Bridge, probably
with the complicity of the reveling commoners of London and Southwark.
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First of all, potatoes reached Europe when Spanish ships, returning from the

Peruvian coast soon after Pizarro's conquest in 1535, found it necessary to feed their

crews with native foods—potatoes and maize—because European grains were
unavailable.
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The crown requisitioned supplies from the English countryside including
grain, horses, bows, arrows, and a number of other goods.
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Richard had instructed Sudbury, Hales, and others to try to save themselves
by leaving at a small water gate while he diverted the mob.
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Had | been on the scene in 1734 with anything resembling my present state
of mind, | would have been acutely uncomfortable in Frederick's company, and cannot
suppose he would have confided in me.
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From a window in the Tower the king could see the Savoy and Clerkenwell,
along with other houses, burning.
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We do know that not long after mounting the Prussian throne in 1740, he
ordered local government officials to supply Prussian peasants with seed potatoes and
show them how to plant and cultivate the unfamiliar crop.
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Richard and his counselors obviously misunderstood the depth of the

rebels' resentments and the specific targets of oppression that they wanted to destroy.
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They then went on to the Savoy where they broke down the gates, gathered
all the torches they could find, and set fire to the fine bedding, clothing, and hangings in
the house.
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From time immemorial, European armies on the march were accustomed to

live by requisitioning grain stored in village barns, but at first soldiers were not interested
in potatoes.
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To those in power and those with large estates, it seemed as if the world

had been turned upside down and the underclass was gaining at the expense of the

established order.
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After some hesitation, his father decided on a milder punishment for his only
son, whom he condemned to rural isolation in the lower Oder Valley, ordering Frederick

to "learn economics from the ground up” by supervising the management of royal

estates located in what was then a frontier backwater.
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Events happened very rapidly in London in June 1381."The Peasant
Revolt," or "the Great Revolt," as historians have called the popular rising against the
royal government, became a confrontation outside London's walls on June 15 between

the leader of the rebels, Wat Tyler, and the fourteen-year-old king Richard Il.

atuula
WEN190dA9 o RzuFINInluneaeuAeuiNe R uiuIY A.A.1381
a oA A a oA 2’/ QI 1 1 -dl o a oAl = 1
“nsddRTnaun” vise “nsUfiRmseEslun edanindszdRrnanszunnisgnae luy
dszaauinasiasiuiguiareandmse Wnanedunisiudnyutiuentiunengsaaunanly

L%

o A a | [ ¢ ¥ o o Y a ¢ o a ¢ va
IUN 15 HNOUNEUTSUIINAA VL‘VILﬂ'ﬂ’i Eu’]ﬂug NUNSLLINSTITAN 2 ﬂHmiﬂEN

WIS UNNTTET 14 NTTIN

UNNIAFILINLUILNALAIEIA “the leader of the rebels” WAZTALANIE “Wat

Tyler’  @aUuUNAAFaT 2 Uszneudaead “the fourteen-year-old  king” LASTaLaNIL

¥

“Richard 11" agnananiunizng gudadanindluiniidi Apposition (ANUEUN)

a

1
a v oA ¥

49{ % 1 ﬂl 3 1 | QI dl = ¥ =K v dd‘ o
HNTUAUND Y Lu@\imﬂmm%ﬂumwLmﬂummma?mmmnqm BAIWFATNAIEINNUIND

u

2e8 azdanmldandulaliularsesmanaqanialiiduaids 0 @ du” menzlaiandu

i 4
dnulunstindununneiesiunnnnds 2 doaulyl guilafldudnnisia Asuls

FARNIZNDU LAIARIANNNIAEIZIUALNENAAS

AN
% o
AUy

His father, Frederick William |, king of Prussia, was old and ill.
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Her writings include pedagogical works as well, including six_chapters in

the college textbook The Western Experience and two books for adolescent readers.
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Barbara A. Hanawalt is the King George Ill Professor of British History at

Ohio State University.
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Discontent among laborers, peasants, artisans, and small employers of
laborers arose from a number of causes that accumulated in the late thirteenth century

and became more overwhelming after the outbreak of the Black Death in 1348-49.
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People commonly refused to taste them, and, not surprisingly, rumors of

their unwholesomeness circulated widely.

DI

dszgaulpaiolidfiasnazdndulis uazliindszuainlalieddnaeazin

TuvingnsiuelsalsisiylssTanisagunin
Fudlailaauunngg “their unwholesomeness” TusiuatiuliilueyissTan “du
di kiR srTamisagunin luunuda dudalaeapsinminsaainng azlidu aenld

HilszTamisaguninaagduel 597

2.2.3.2 vlagundanadliniluayils=lan
ARt
AUl

Denied an interview with the king on the eve of the feast, the Kentish

rebels advanced along the south side of the Thames.
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That emboldened him to seize the province of Silesia, defying and defeating

the Austrian armies soon after he became king in 1740.
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According to the chroniclers of the time, the poor died in lanes and streets.
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As they came from the earth, they were large and dirty, irregularly shaped,

with dull brownish skins often scarred by scabs.
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One of the things Frederick learned was that the management of Austrian

armies was more slack and clumsy than his Prussians were capable of.
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Then the king's men carried him back to the field and beheaded him in front
of his followers.
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For example, Marie Antoinette—famous for supposedly responding to
Parisian bread riots by saying, "Let them eat cake"—once put potato blossoms in her
hair at a state ball; and in 1794 the Committee of Public Safety chose to dramatize its
effort to mobilize against Prussian invaders by converting the royal flower beds at the
Tuileries into potato patches.
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Each side had its supporters, and the peasants and townsmen were drawn

up behind Wat Tyler.
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Without Frederick, potatoes might have spread across Northern Europe
eventually, for the rewards of planting fallow fields with such a crop were so enormous
that someone else in a position of power surely would have noticed the possibility
sooner or later.
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On their way back to London, the rebels burned the hospital of Clerkenwell,

belonging to the Knights of Saint John, and joined other rebels before the Tower, where
Richard, Hales, Sudbury, the queen mother, and other nobles had taken refuge.
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In this essay Professor McNeill joins Prince Frederick of Prussia, who is
commanding ten thousand Prussian soldiers in 1734. The military mission was not
successful, but Frederick learned some interesting things along the way.
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Survivors of the trauma realized that the economic situation had changed.
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...but the two years Frederick spent away from court surely must have
prepared him to notice what peasants around Philippsburg were doing with potatoes in
1734 when, after a partial reconciliation with his father, he found himself serving under
Prinz Eugen...
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They formed robber gangs that preyed on the local population but, since

some were protected and employed by lords to subdue rebellious peasants, they were

hard to control.
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Throughout England documents were destroyed, and justices, lawyers, and

jurors were killed.
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...and the subtleties of emotional and professional interaction up and down

the chain of command have to be experienced before they can be understood and

exploited, as he later was to do so very successfully.
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The statute was hard to enforce, however, and when royal officials

managed to do so, their efforts met with resistance from peasants, laborers, artisans,

and even those few with landholdings who had to hire labor.
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It was, therefore, a prosperous and robust population that became victims
of a disease that did not spare nobility, clerics, peasants, or poor.
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Like many peasant revolutionaries, they did not think that the king was at
fault, but that his evil advisers had misled him.
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The king and his council of nobles reacted with the Ordinance of Laborers
in 1349, which required peasants and artisans to work for the same wages and sell their
goods at the same prices as in 1346-47, before the great depopulation from plague.
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Prinz Eugen was too old and tired to overcome such obstacles, and though
he got on well with Frederick and recognized the excellence of Prussian discipline, slack
and clumsy management prevailed in his army as a whole.
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In 1377 the Parliament, perhaps following the instruction of John of Gaunt,
Duke of Lancaster, suggested a per capita tax. The duke was Edward lIlI's son and
uncle to Richard II.
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The question remains: Did he foresee how important they would be? Did he
know what he was doing in propagating them when he did? And how successful were his
efforts to overcome peasant and landlord resistance before grain requisitioning by the
three invading armies after 1756 convinced all concerned of their lifesaving importance?
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For even small garden plots of an acre or less, full of potato plants, sufficed
to feed a family for months!
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Then, breaking all protocol of a commoner to the king, he took the king by
the hand and shook it vigorously—a moment that would have been the most
extraordinary of the many remarkable sights of these heated days.
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Marching through Kent, they gathered followers and converged on London

on June 12, eve of the Corpus Christi celebrations.
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Other varieties were swifter and killed within a day; the pneumonic version

was carried on the breath of the infected person.
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It took another century for the crop to come fully into its own and eliminate
fallow fields from Northern Europe.
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The king's appeal to people who had suffered so much from the ability of
various courts to keep written records on them and have them arrested led to a
backlash against the law and the literate.
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This prejudice was reinforced by the fact that once in the ground, grain

grew of its own accord, whereas the necessary task of hoeing potatoes once or twice

during the growing season to keep back weeds required onerous extra labor for anyone

who planted them in large numbers.
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Many peasants abandoned manors in search of higher wages. Lords also
suffered from the dearth of consumers for crops, as the population remained small. The

two sides of the equation reached the same conclusion quickly. The king and his

council of nobles reacted with the Ordinance of Laborers in 1349, which required
peasants and artisans to work for the same wages and sell their goods at the same
prices as in 1346-47, before the great depopulation from plague.
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On their way back to London, the rebels burned the hospital of Clerkenwell,
belonging to the Knights of Saint John, and joined other rebels before the Tower, where
Richard, Hales, Sudbury, the queen mother, and other nobles had taken refuge. From a

window in the Tower the king could see the Savoy and Clerkenwell, along with other
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houses, burning. He could also see the rebels swarming through the London streets
looking for targets for their violence. The king, accounts tell us, was very afraid, as were his
advisers. It would have been revealing to see him decide to placate the mob by agreeing
to hear their petitions. He thanked his commons for their faith in him and had a document
read stating that he would pardon everyone for the felonies they had committed up until
that hour. He then asked that they send their complaints in writing to him, and said that he
and his council would determine each case. He put his signet to the document and had it
read by a man standing on an old chair in front of the rebels. But Richard Il and his council
underestimated the intelligence of the commons, just as they had when they passed the
Statute of Laborers. The rebels knew that putting their names to a written document would
mean that they would fall prey to the judicial machinery and be hanged. They called
Richard's reply a mockery and immediately ordered that all lawyers, or anyone who could
write or who worked for the court system, should be beheaded. And many were, that day
and thereafter. The rebels burned the house of the infamous man who had suggested that
inquisitions be used to discover tax evaders. Throughout England documents were
destroyed, and justices, lawyers, and jurors were killed. The king's appeal to people who
had suffered so much from the ability of various courts to keep written records on them and
have them arrested led to a backlash against the law and the literate.
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It took another century for the crop to come fully into its own and eliminate
fallow fields from Northern Europe. To be sure, potatoes were not alone in achieving that
transformation, for both turnips and sugar beets also became significant field crops
during the nineteenth century. Hoeing, too, was eliminated by resorting to new machines
for weeding root crops, using horses and then tractors. But potatoes retained
preeminence among row crops, supplying an amount of human food that approximately
doubled the total calorie supply coming from Northern European fields. Consequently,
during the nineteenth century, as William Langer points out, potatoes were a principal

factor promoting population growth across the Northern European plain, made possible
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the urbanization and industrialization that transformed European society, and gave that
small region of the earth a temporary preeminence in power and prestige that began to
fade away only in the closing decades of the twentieth century.

Without Frederick, potatoes might have spread across Northern Europe
eventually, for the rewards of planting fallow fields with such a crop were so enormous
that someone else in a position of power surely would have noticed the possibility
sooner or later. But as things were, Frederick seems to have been the person who
actually did so, vastly accelerating the spread of potatoes by royal command, benefiting
spectacularly from his foresight, and reshaping Europe's agricultural as well as its
military and political history in ways he could not have imagined.
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She earned her PhD at the University of Michigan, and she has published
Crime and Conflict in English Communities, 1300-1348, The Ties That Bound: Medieval
English Peasant Families, Growing Up in Medieval London: The Experience of Childhood
in History, and “Of Good and Il Repute”: Gender and Social Control in Medieval England.
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Throughout their march the Kentish rebels had demanded oaths of loyalty to
Richard Il, while they also required a condemnation of Archbishop Sudbury, Sir Robert
Hales, and the Duke of Lancaster.
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The new tax, which one of the chroniclers called "a hitherto unheard-of tax,"
proposed to collect a groat (four pence) from each person, male and female, over the
age of fourteen.
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By leaving them hidden in the ground, peasants could dig a meal's worth at
a time and survive comfortably enough even when subjected to repeated and ruthless

military requisitioning.
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They called Richard's reply a mockery and immediately ordered that all
lawyers, or anyone who could write or who worked for the court system, should be
beheaded. And many were g, that day and thereafter.
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If I am right in guessing that it was there that he got the idea of how valuable
potatoes could be, it is a moment in European history that deserves to be investigated
and its far-reaching consequences g more fully recognized.
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It took another century for the crop to come fully into its own and eliminate
fallow fields from Northern Europe. To be sure, potatoes were not alone in achieving that
transformation, for both turnips and sugar beets also became significant field crops

during the nineteenth century.
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Had | been with him at Philippsburg, he probably would not have discussed
his new thoughts about potatoes with me or anyone else. That was not Frederick's way.
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They broke into Fleet prison and released all the prisoners. They burned the
houses of those who had collaborated with the justices in arresting people and burned
all the houses belonging to Hales.
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