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Abstract

This study entitled, ‘Traditional Nora Performance: The Social Capital in the
Community Empowerment of Bankohpradu Mu 2, Tah Madoer Sub-district, Bangkaew
District, Phatthalung, employed the qualitative research method in order to study
community development and Traditional Nora Performance in the community. Traditional
Nora Performance was used as a method to empower community, and also to study the
social capital procedure via Traditional Nora Performance in community empowerment
of Bankohpradu. The community analysis organization collected sample data from 58
people. This was done by conducting in-depth interviews with open ended questions
and observation together with informal conversation. The methods of community
mapping, historical planning, community calendar, thinking map and conversation were
employed in collecting and analyzing data to be more concise and clear.

The result of this study revealed that the community developments
concerned with Traditional Nora Performance were categorized into 4 periods; Period 1:
The dynamism of Traditional Nora Performance came from a new and also existing
belief and faith towards Nora. Then Nora was brought to perform for rituals which led to
practice and Nora performance, performers and practical group activities in the
community. This created a relationship of support and a feeling of unity among the Nora
people. Subsequently, Traditional Nora Performances in the community were
discontinued because of a change of community context and economic downturn.
Period 2: The Nora Leaders and key people jointly recreated Traditional Nora
Performance and applied Nora power in conducting other activities in the community.
Period 3: This period came with a change of regional politics and Traditional Nora
Performance was brought in so as to solve the conflict, and to be an instrument to
benefit the community. Period 4: Traditional Nora Performance was repeatedly brought
in to reduce the regional political conflict; owing to unpreparedness of Nora leaders,
Traditional Nora Performance was beneficially adapted for healthy exercise. The
important results of this study were the findings of social capital factors; these included

Nora teachers, community leaders and knowledgeable Nora people who were cultural
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leaders in the community. Those people could display Nora tradition in empowerment
and building strength in the community.

This study showed that the Traditional Nora Performance should be handed
down in apparent essence (through belief and the faith), and the community should
seek ways to enduringly preserve Traditional Nora Performance; this should include
knowledge development of musical skills, costumes, practical use and support of Nora
to represent the community. An important comment that was found reported that the
community should use Nora Traditions in helping to develop relationships within the
community then expand this to conflict solving and democratic learning. For further
study on the subject Traditional Nora performance in the Tahmadoer Sub-district should
be examined in order to show potential and lead to widely created benefits for the
community. This should also cover a developing history of Traditional Nora factors so as

to implement values and apply them to be means in developing the community.



