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ABSTRACT 

 

The objective of this thesis is to study the concept, theory in relation to prisoners' 
right and freedom of the communication, laws on the prisoners' right and freedom of the 
communication. Including legal principle of treating prisoners relating to the communication. The 
right of communication is security that a prisoner shall not be secluded, which is another basic 
human right, and it is the right of the prisoner and a person outside the prison. Laws provide 
many contacting channels regardless of; visiting, mails, telephone etc. Especially, the 
Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2550, Article 36, guarantees and protects the right and freedom of 
communication to a person. Therefore a prisoner is a citizen who entitled to protection as same as 
an ordinary person. The researcher has studied by comparison of the protection of a prisoner's 
right and freedom in communication of the United States of America, the United of Kingdom and 
Japan.  

On the basis of the results of this research, it can be concluded that: the right and 
freedom of the prisoners has not been protected entirely due to the fact that the communication 
between the prisoner and a person outside the prison; checking a mail is very important to protect 
any danger and secure the safety of the prison, but it has no any particular law giving a power of 
the prisoner's mail investigation. Therefore when the authority inspects such mail, it shall cause 
an infringement of the prisoner's individual right, communication by phone of the prisoner, who 
allowed to use the phone to contact a person outside the prison, is under the rule of the prison, the 
limit of time is too short. This effect of the right of the prisoner too much; and the last is there is 
no law giving  the right of acknowledging information and events outside the prison. Such right is 
a basic human right of the prisoner to have during imprisonment. 
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In order to protect the persons' right and freedom in communication, the researcher 
would recommend  that for mailing investigation, there should legislate a law giving the authority 
of the prison a power of mailing investigation between a prisoner and a person outside the prison 
as necessary with an awareness of interest of the prison security and public interest. For the 
telephone communication, it should prescribe the time period of using the phone longer and 
should allow the prisoner to use the phone if emergency. Finally, the right of acknowledging 
information and events outside the prison. It should give such right to the prisoners with some 
limitation which is corresponding with the minimum standard of the prisoners. This shall increase 
efficiency of the prisoners' communication right protection appropriately. 
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