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Convention (V) relativeto the Protection of Civilian Personsin Time of War.
Geneva, 12 August 1949.

Preamble

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of the Governsiegresented at the Diplomatic
Conference held at Geneva from April 21 to August1949, for the purpose of
establishing a Convention for the Protection ofik@a Persons in Time of War, have
agreed as follows:

Part I. General Provisions

Article 1. The High Contracting Parties undertakeegspect and to ensure respect for
the present Convention in all circumstances.

Art. 2. In addition to the provisions which shadl implemented in peace-time, the
present Convention shall apply to all cases ofated war or of any other armed
conflict which may arise between two or more of liigh Contracting Parties, even if
the state of war is not recognized by one of them.

The Convention shall also apply to all cases ofigaor total occupation of the
territory of a High Contracting Party, even if theid occupation meets with no armed
resistance.

Although one of the Powers in conflict may not heaaty to the present Convention,
the Powers who are parties thereto shall remaimdbouy it in their mutual relations.
They shall furthermore be bound by the Conventiorelation to the said Power, if
the latter accepts and applies the provisions ttfiere

Art. 3. In the case of armed conflict not of aremmiational character occurring in the
territory of one of the High Contracting Partieacle Party to the conflict shall be
bound to apply, as a minimum, the following

provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostditiacluding members of armed forces
who have laid down their arms and those placed é@rombat by sickness, wounds,
detention, or any other cause, shall in all circamses be treated humanely, without
any adverse distinction founded on race, cololdigiom or faith, sex, birth or wealth,
or any other similar criteria.
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To this end the following acts are and shall renpaohibited at any time and in any
place whatsoever with respect to the above-merndipeesons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular meurrdf all kinds, mutilation, cruel
treatment and torture;

(b) taking of hostages;

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particulamiliating and degrading treatment;
(d) the passing of sentences and the carryingfaexexutions without previous
judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted @&ifording all the judicial
guarantees which are recognized as indispensaliribyed peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected anddcctor.

An impartial humanitarian body, such as the Inteamal Committee of the Red
Cross, may offer its services to the Parties tactrdlict.

The Parties to the conflict should further endeatoulring into force, by means of
special agreements, all or part of the other prongof the present Convention.

The application of the preceding provisions shatlaffect the legal status of the
Parties to the conflict.

Art. 9. The present Convention shall be appliedhlie cooperation and under the
scrutiny of the Protecting Powers whose duty tbisafeguard the interests of the
Parties to the conflict. For this purpose, the &tihg Powers may appoint, apart
from their diplomatic or consular staff, delegdt®esn amongst their own nationals or
the nationals of other neutral Powers. The saidgies shall be subject to the
approval of the Power with which they are to cauy their duties.

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate to treatest extent possible the task of the
representatives or delegates of the Protecting Powe

The representatives or delegates of the ProtePiwgers shall not in any case exceed
their mission under the present Convention.

They shall, in particular, take account of the inapige necessities of security of the
State wherein they carry out their duties.

Art. 13. The provisions of Part Il cover the wholfethe populations of the countries
in conflict, without any adverse distinction basedparticular, on race, nationality,
religion or political opinion, and are intendedalteviate the sufferings caused by
war.

Art. 14. In time of peace, the High Contractingtiesrand, after the outbreak of
hostilities, the Parties thereto, may establisth@ir own territory and, if the need
arises, in occupied areas, hospital and safetyszane localities so organized as to
protect from the effects of war, wounded, sick agdd persons, children under
fifteen, expectant mothers and mothers of childnetger seven.
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Upon the outbreak and during the course of hasslithe Parties concerned may
conclude agreements on mutual recognition of tmeg@nd localities they have
created. They may for this purpose implement tloiprons of the Draft Agreement
annexed to the present Convention, with such amentinas they may consider
necessary.

The Protecting Powers and the International Conemittf the Red Cross are invited
to lend their good offices in order to facilitateetinstitution and recognition of these
hospital and safety zones and localities.

Art. 15. Any Party to the conflict may, either diter through a neutral State or some
humanitarian organization, propose to the adveasty Bo establish, in the regions
where fighting is taking place, neutralized zomgended to shelter from the effects
of war the following persons, without

distinction:

(a) wounded and sick combatants or non-combatants;

(b) civilian persons who take no part in hostitiand who, while they reside in the
zones, perform no work of a military character.

When the Parties concerned have agreed upon tigeagdnical position,
administration, food supply and supervision of pneposed neutralized zone, a
written agreement shall be concluded and signdtidyepresentatives of the Parties
to the conflict. The agreement shall fix the begigrand the duration of the
neutralization of the zone.

Art. 16. The wounded and sick, as well as thenmfiand expectant mothers, shall be
the object of particular protection and respect.

As far as military considerations allow, each Paotyhe conflict shall facilitate the
steps taken to search for the killed and woundedssist the shipwrecked and other
persons exposed to grave danger, and to proteutdlainst pillage and ill-treatment.

under fifteen, who are orphaned or are separabed fineir families as a result of the
war, are not left to their own resources, and their maintenance, the exercise of
their religion and their education are facilitatedhll circumstances. Their education
shall, as far as possible, be entrusted to persiomsimilar cultural tradition.

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate theeption of such children in a neutral
country for the duration of the conflict with thersent of the Protecting Power, if
any, and under due safeguards for the observartbe gpkinciples stated in the first
paragraph.

They shall, furthermore, endeavour to arrange lartéldren under twelve to be
identified by the wearing of identity discs, or §yme other means.

Art.24. The Parties to the conflict shall take tleeessary measures to ensure that
children under fifteen, who are orphaned or aresspd from their families as a
result of the war, are not left to their own res@s; and that their maintenance, the



145

exercise of their religion and their educationfalitated in all circumstances. Their
education shall, as far as possible, be entrustpérsons of a similar cultural
tradition.

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate theeption of such children in a neutral
country for the duration of the conflict with thensent of the Protecting Power, if
any, and under due safeguards for the observartbe gpkinciples stated in the first
paragraph.

They shall, furthermore, endeavour to arrange lartéldren under twelve to be
identified by the wearing of identity discs, or §yme other means.

Art. 27. Protected persons are entitled, in attuainstances, to respect for their
persons, their honour, their family rights, theligious convictions and practices, and
their manners and customs. They shall at all tibeesumanely treated, and shall be
protected especially against all acts of violenctheats thereof and against insults
and public curiosity.

Women shall be especially protected against aaglatin their honour, in particular
against rape, enforced prostitutiOn, or any fornmdécent assault.

Without prejudice to the provisions relating toittetate of health, age and sex, all
protected persons shall be treated with the sam&deration by the Party to the
conflict in whose power they are, without any adeedistinction based, in particular,
on race, religion or political opinion.

However, the Parties to the conflict may take smeasures of control and security in
regard to protected persons as may be necessameaslt of the war.

Art. 31. No physical or moral coercion shall be reised against protected persons, in
particular to obtain information from them or framrd parties.

Art. 32. The High Contracting Parties specificaltyree that each of them is
prohibited from taking any measure of such a charas to cause the physical
suffering or extermination of protected personthiir hands. This prohibition applies
not only to murder, torture, corporal punishmentstilation and medical or scientific
experiments not necessitated by the medical tredtofe protected person, but also
to any other measures of brutality whether apghedivilian or military agents.

Art. 33. No protected person may be punished farflence he or she has not
personally committed. Collective penalties andwilse all measures of intimidation
or of terrorism are prohibited.

Pillage is prohibited.

Reprisals against protected persons and their ggopee prohibited.
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Art. 34. The taking of hostages is prohibited.

Art. 53. Any destruction by the Occupying Poweredl or personal property
belonging individually or collectively to privateepsons, or to the State, or to other
public authorities, or to social or cooperativeangations, is prohibited, except
where such destruction is rendered absolutely sacgby military operations.

Art. 89. Daily food rations for internees shallddficient in quantity, quality and
variety to keep internees in a good state of headthprevent the development of
nutritional deficiencies. Account shall also bednalof the customary diet of the
internees.

Internees shall also be given the means by whiep ¢n prepare for themselves any
additional food in their possession.

Sufficient drinking water shall be supplied to imees. The use of tobacco shall be
permitted.

Internees who work shall receive additional rationgroportion to the kind of labour
which they perform.

Expectant and nursing mothers and children unfteefi years of age, shall be given
additional food, in proportion to their physiologineeds.

Art. 91. Every place of internment shall have aacqdate infirmary, under the
direction of a qualified doctor, where interneesyrhave the attention they require, as
well as an appropriate diet. Isolation wards sbhalset aside for cases of contagious
or mental diseases.

Maternity cases and internees suffering from sertiseases, or whose condition
requires special treatment, a surgical operatidmospital care, must be admitted to
any institution where adequate treatment can bengand shall receive care not
inferior to that provided for the general populatio

Internees shall, for preference, have the attemtfonedical personnel of their own
nationality.

Internees may not be prevented from presentingsbkms to the medical authorities
for examination. The medical authorities of thedd@hg Power shall, upon request,
issue to every internee who has undergone treatameofficial certificate showing
the nature of his illness or injury, and the dunatand nature of the treatment given.
A duplicate of this certificate shall be forwardedhe Central Agency provided for
in Article 140.

Treatment, including the provision of any apparatesessary for the maintenance of
internees in good health, particularly denturesathér artificial appliances and
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spectacles, shall be free of charge to the internee

Art. 93. Internees shall enjoy complete latitudéhie exercise of their religious duties,
including attendance at the services of their faithcondition that they comply with
the disciplinary routine prescribed by the detagramithorities.

Ministers of religion who are interned shall beoaléd to minister freely to the
members of their community. For this purpose thealéng Power shall ensure their
equitable allocation amongst the various placaeatefnment in which there are
internees speaking the same language and belotayihg same religion. Should such
ministers be too few in number, the Detaining Post&ll provide them with the
necessary facilities, including means of transgortmoving from one place to
another, and they shall be authorized to visitiatgrnees who are in hospital.
Ministers of religion shall be at liberty to corpesid on matters concerning their
ministry with the religious authorities in the carynof detention and, as far as
possible, with the international religious orgatizas of their faith. Such
correspondence shall not be considered as formpagtaof the quota mentioned in
Article 107. It shall, however, be subject to tleyisions of Article 112.

When internees do not have at their disposal thistasice of ministers of their faith,
or should these latter be too few in number, tlealleeligious authorities of the same
faith may appoint, in agreement with the Detairffayver, a minister of the internees'
faith or, if such a course is feasible from a demational point of view, a minister of
similar religion or a qualified layman. The lat&all enjoy the facilities granted to
the ministry he has assumed. Persons so appoimdiccemply with all regulations
laid down by the Detaining Power in the interedtdiscipline and security.

Art. 97. Internees shall be permitted to retairckes of personal use. Monies,
cheques, bonds, etc., and valuables in their psissesiay not be taken from them
except in accordance with established procedur&ileé receipts shall be given
therefor.

The amounts shall be paid into the account of ewvgeynee as provided for in Article
98. Such amounts may not be converted into any atireency unless legislation in
force in the territory in which the owner is intethso requires or the internee gives
his consent.

Articles which have above all a personal or semtitalevalue may not be taken away.
A woman internee shall not be searched exceptvgraan.

On release or repatriation, internees shall bengalearticles, monies or other
valuables taken from them during internment andl sbeeive in currency the balance
of any credit to their accounts kept in accordanitk Article 98, with the exception

of any articles or amounts withheld by the Detagrifower by virtue of its legislation
in force. If the property of an internee is so \Wwithd, the owner shall receive a
detailed receipt.
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Family or identity documents in the possessiomtdrnees may not be taken away
without a receipt being given. At no time shalkimtees be left without identity
documents. If they have none, they shall be issu#dspecial documents drawn up
by the detaining authorities, which will serve lsit identity papers until the end of
their internment.

Internees may keep on their persons a certain anedumoney, in cash or in the
shape of purchase coupons, to enable them to makbgses.

Art. 144. The High Contracting Parties undertakdjme of peace as in time of war,
to disseminate the text of the present Conventsowidely as possible in their
respective countries, and, in particular, to ineltioe study thereof in their
programmes of military and, if possible, civil ingttion, so that the principles thereof
may become known to the entire population.

Any civilian, military, police or other authorities/ho in time of war assume
responsibilities in respect of protected personsstrpossess the text of the
Convention and be specially instructed as to ibwigions.

Art. 145. The High Contracting Parties shall commate to one another through the
Swiss Federal Council and, during hostilities, tigio the Protecting Powers, the
official translations of the present Conventionyedl as the laws and regulations
which they may adopt to ensure the applicationetbier

Art. 146. The High Contracting Parties undertakenact any legislation necessary to
provide effective penal sanctions for persons catimgi or ordering to be

committed, any of the grave breaches of the pre&Senvention defined in the
following Article.

Each High Contracting Party shall be under thegalion to search for persons
alleged to have committed, or to have ordered todmemitted, such grave breaches,
and shall bring such persons, regardless of tlaiomality, before its own courts. It
may also, if it prefers, and in accordance withgh@visions of its own legislation,
hand such persons over for trial to another Hight€aating Party concerned,
provided such High Contracting Party has made quiiraa facie case.

Each High Contracting Party shall take measureessacy for the suppression of all
acts contrary to the provisions of the present @ation other than the grave
breaches defined in the following Article.

In all circumstances, the accused persons shadffivdry safeguards of proper trial
and defence, which shall not be less favourable thase provided by Article 105
and those following of the Geneva Convention reéato the Treatment of Prisoners
of War of 12 August 1949.

Art. 147. Grave breaches to which the precedingclertelates shall be those
involving any of the following acts, if committedanst persons or
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property protected by the present Convention: WKiiling, torture or inhuman
treatment, including biological experiments, wiljutausing great suffering or
serious injury to body or health, unlawful depadator transfer or unlawful
confinement of a protected person, compelling agoted person to serve in the
forces of a hostile Power, or wilfully deprivingoeotected person of the rights of fair
and regular trial prescribed in the present Conwantaking of hostages and
extensive destruction and appropriation of property justified by military necessity
and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.



