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Preamble

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries of the Governsegresented at the Diplomatic
Conference held at Geneva from April 21 to August1949, for the purpose of
revising the Convention concluded at Geneva on Jnjy1929, relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War, have agreed asvistlo

Part I. General Provisions

Art 1. The High Contracting Parties undertake &peet and to ensure respect for the
present Convention in all circumstances.

Art 2. In addition to the provisions which shall ibgplemented in peace time, the
present Convention shall apply to all cases ofated war or of any other armed
conflict which may arise between two or more of liigh Contracting Parties, even if
the state of war is not recognized by one of them.

The Convention shall also apply to all cases ofigaor total occupation of the
territory of a High Contracting Party, even if theid occupation meets with no armed
resistance.

Although one of the Powers in conflict may not heaaty to the present Convention,
the Powers who are parties thereto shall remaimdbouy it in their mutual relations.
They shall furthermore be bound by the Conventiorelation to the said Power, if
the latter accepts and applies the provisions ttfiere

Art 3. In the case of armed conflict not of an intional character occurring in the
territory of one of the High Contracting Partieacle Party to the conflict shall be
bound to apply, as a minimum, the following

provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostditiacluding members of armed forces
who have laid down their arms and those placed tiiombat by sickness, wounds,
detention, or any other cause, shall in all circamses be treated humanely, without
any adverse distinction founded on race, colodigiom or faith, sex, birth or wealth,
or any other similar criteria. To this end the daling acts are and shall remain
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoewtr respect to the above-
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mentioned persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular marrdf all kinds, mutilation, cruel
treatment and torture;

(b) taking of hostages;

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particutamniliating and degrading treatment;
(d) the passing of sentences and the carryingfaemexcutions without previous
judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted tcafiording all the judicial
guarantees which are recognized as indispensaldibyed peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected anddcctor.

An impartial humanitarian body, such as the Inteamal Committee of the Red
Cross, may offer its services to the Parties tacthdlict.

The Parties to the conflict should further endeavouring into force, by means of
special agreements, all or part of the other prongsof the present Convention.

The application of the preceding provisions shatlaffect the legal status of the
Parties to the conflict.

Art 8. The present Convention shall be applied wh#hcooperation and under the
scrutiny of the Protecting Powers whose duty fbisafeguard the interests of the
Parties to the conflict. For this purpose, the €&tihg Powers may appoint, apart
from their diplomatic or consular staff, delegdi®sn amongst their own nationals or
the nationals of other neutral Powers. The saidg#des shall be subject to the
approval of the Power with which they are to cay their duties.

The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate to treatest extent possible the task of the
representatives or delegates of the Protecting Bowe

The representatives or delegates of the ProtePtwgers shall not in any case exceed
their mission under the present Convention. Theyl sim particular, take account of
the imperative necessities of security of the Stdterein they carry out their duties.

Art 12. Prisoners of war are in the hands of therepPower, but not of the
individuals or military units who have capturedrthdrrespective of the individual
responsibilities that may exist, the Detaining Poisgesponsible for the treatment
given them.

Prisoners of war may only be transferred by thealdatg Power to a Power which is
a party to the Convention and after the Detainiagy® has satisfied itself of the
willingness and ability of such transferee Poweapply the Convention. When
prisoners of war are transferred under such cirtamegs, responsibility for the
application of the Convention rests on the Poweepting them while they are in its
custody.

Nevertheless, if that Power fails to carry outphevisions of the Convention in any
important respect, the Power by whom the prisookvgar were transferred shall,
upon being notified by the Protecting Power, talkective measures to correct the
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situation or shall request the return of the pressrof war. Such requests must be
complied with.

Art 13. Prisoners of war must at all times be huetatreated. Any unlawful act or
omission by the Detaining Power causing death mowsgly endangering the health of
a prisoner of war in its custody is prohibited, avitl be regarded as a serious breach
of the present Convention. In particular, no presoof war may be subjected to
physical mutilation or to medical or scientific @jnents of any kind which are not
justified by the medical, dental or hospital treafrhof the prisoner concerned and
carried out in his interest.

Likewise, prisoners of war must at all times bet@cted, particularly against acts of
violence or intimidation and against insults an8@lmucuriosity.

Measures of reprisal against prisoners of war evhipited.

Art 14. Prisoners of war are entitled in all circgtances to respect for their persons
and their honour.

Women shall be treated with all the regard dudéir tsex and shall in all cases
benefit by treatment as favourable as that gratatecen.

Prisoners of war shall retain the full civil capggavhich they enjoyed at the time of
their capture. The Detaining Power may not resthietexercise, either within or
without its own territory, of the rights such capgconfers except in so far as the
captivity requires.

Art 15. The Power detaining prisoners of war shalbound to provide free of charge
for their maintenance and for the medical attentexjuired by their state of health.

Art 16. Taking into consideration the provisionslod present Convention relating to
rank and sex, and subject to any privileged treatwhich may be accorded to them
by reason of their state of health, age or prodesdiqualifications, all prisoners of
war shall be treated alike by the Detaining Pows@hout any adverse distinction
based on race, nationality, religious belief orntpra! opinions, or any other
distinction founded on similar criteria.

Art 18. All effects and articles of personal use;ept arms, horses, military
equipment and military documents, shall remairhagossession of prisoners of war,
likewise their metal helmets and gas masks andaliteles issued for personal
protection. Effects and articles used for theitlilng or feeding shall likewise remain
in their possession, even if such effects andlastioelong to their regulation military
equipment.

At no time should prisoners of war be without idgndocuments. The Detaining
Power shall supply such documents to prisonersanfwiho possess none.

Badges of rank and nationality, decorations andlasthaving above all a personal or
sentimental value may not be taken from prisonévgan.
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Sums of money carried by prisoners of war may ediaken away from them except
by order of an officer, and after the amount andi@aars of the owner have been
recorded in a special register and an itemizedpthas been given, legibly inscribed
with the name, rank and unit of the person isstlegsaid receipt. Sums in the
currency of the Detaining Power, or which are cleghigito such currency at the
prisoner's request, shall be placed to the créditeoprisoner's account as provided in
Article 64.

The Detaining Power may withdraw articles of vaiuen prisoners of war only for
reasons of security; when such articles are withidrahe procedure laid down for
sums of money impounded shall apply.

Such objects, likewise sums taken away in any oggrether than that of the
Detaining Power and the conversion of which hasoeen asked for by the owners,
shall be kept in the custody of the Detaining Poared shall be returned in their
initial shape to prisoners of war at the end oirtbaptivity.

Art 20. The evacuation of prisoners of war shallals be effected humanely and in
conditions similar to those for the forces of thet&ning Power in their changes of
station.

The Detaining Power shall supply prisoners of whoware being evacuated with
sufficient food and potable water, and with theassary clothing and medical
attention. The Detaining Power shall take all dalégprecautions to ensure their
safety during evacuation, and shall establish as a8 possible a list of the prisoners
of war who are evacuated.

If prisoners of war must, during evacuation, passugh transit camps, their stay in
such camps shall be as brief as possible.

Art 21. The Detaining Power may subject prisonémar to internment. It may
impose on them the obligation of not leaving, bealoartain limits, the camp where
they are interned, or if the said camp is fence@fimot going outside its perimeter.
Subject to the provisions of the present Conveniidative to penal and disciplinary
sanctions, prisoners of war may not be held inectamnfinement except where
necessary to safeguard their health and then amlggithe continuation of the
circumstances which make such confinement necessary

Prisoners of war may be partially or wholly relethe@ parole or promise, in so far as
is allowed by the laws of the Power on which thepehd. Such measures shall be
taken particularly in cases where this may contéalia the improvement of their state
of health. No prisoner of war shall be compelledd¢oept liberty on parole or
promise.

Upon the outbreak of hostilities, each Party todbeflict shall notify the adverse
Party of the laws and regulations allowing or fding its own nationals to accept
liberty on parole or promise. Prisoners of war vain@ paroled or who have given
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their promise in conformity with the laws and regjidns so notified, are bound on
their personal honour scrupulously to fulfil, bathvards the Power on which they
depend and towards the Power which has captured the engagements of their
paroles or promises. In such cases, the Power arhiliey depend is bound neither
to require nor to accept from them any service nmgatible with the parole or
promise given.

Art 23. No prisoner of war may at any time be denbr detained in areas where he
may be exposed to the fire of the combat zonenrayr his presence be used to render
certain points or areas immune from military opiera.

Prisoners of war shall have shelters against aitdaydment and other hazards of
war, to the same extent as the local civilian patoih. With the exception of those
engaged in the protection of their quarters agdivesaforesaid hazards, they may
enter such shelters as soon as possible aftentimg @f the alarm. Any other
protective measure taken in favour of the poputasioall also apply to them.

Detaining Powers shall give the Powers concerredugh the intermediary of the
Protecting Powers, all useful information regardimg geographical location of
prisoner of war camps.

Whenever military considerations permit, prisoniewar camps shall be indicated in
the day-time by the letters PW or PG, placed g0 &g clearly visible from the air.
The Powers concerned may, however, agree upontaay gystem of marking. Only
prisoner of war camps shall be marked as such.

Art 25. Prisoners of war shall be quartered undediions as favourable as those for
the forces of the Detaining Power who are billetethe same area. The said
conditions shall make allowance for the habits enstoms of the prisoners and shall
in no case be prejudicial to their health.

The foregoing provisions shall apply in particuiathe dormitories of prisoners of
war as regards both total surface and minimum csjiéce, and the general
installations, bedding and blankets.

The premises provided for the use of prisonersafindividually or collectively,
shall be entirely protected from dampness and atetyuheated and lighted, in
particular between dusk and lights out. All pre@ag must be taken against the
danger of fire.

In any camps in which women prisoners of war, alé agemen, are accommodated,
separate dormitories shall be provided for them.

Art 26. The basic daily food rations shall be suéfnt in quantity, quality and variety
to keep prisoners of war in good health and to gmeloss of weight or the
development of nutritional deficiencies. Accounalslalso be taken of the habitual
diet of the prisoners.
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The Detaining Power shall supply prisoners of whowvork with such additional
rations as are necessary for the labour on whiej éine employed.

Sufficient drinking water shall be supplied to pners of war. The use of tobacco
shall be permitted.

Prisoners of war shall, as far as possible, becestea with the preparation of their
meals; they may be employed for that purpose irkitishens. Furthermore, they shall
be given the means of preparing, themselves, tti#i@ual food in their possession.

Adequate premises shall be provided for messing.
Collective disciplinary measures affecting food prehibited.

Art 27. Clothing, underwear and footwear shall bpmied to prisoners of war in
sufficient quantities by the Detaining Power, whgttall make allowance for the
climate of the region where the prisoners are dethiUniforms of enemy armed
forces captured by the Detaining Power shouldjiteble for the climate, be made
available to clothe prisoners of war.

The regular replacement and repair of the abovweestshall be assured by the
Detaining Power. In addition, prisoners of war whark shall receive appropriate
clothing, wherever the nature of the work demands.

Art 29. The Detaining Power shall be bound to taksanitary measures necessary to
ensure the cleanliness and healthfulness of cangp®grevent epidemics.

Prisoners of war shall have for their use, dayrmgtt, conveniences which conform
to the rules of hygiene and are maintained in &tz state of cleanliness. In any
camps in which women prisoners of war are accomiedgdaeparate conveniences
shall be provided for them.

Also, apart from the baths and showers with whitehdamps shall be furnished
prisoners of war shall be provided with sufficierdter and soap for their personal
toilet and for washing their personal laundry; tleeessary installations, facilities and
time shall be granted them for that purpose.

Art 30. Every camp shall have an adequate infirnv@ngre prisoners of war may
have the attention they require, as well as apatgpdiet. Isolation wards shall, if
necessary, be set aside for cases of contagicuemtal disease.

Prisoners of war suffering from serious diseaseyloyse condition necessitates
special treatment, a surgical operation or hospée¢, must be admitted to any
military or civilian medical unit where such treant can be given, even if their
repatriation is contemplated in the near futureecsy facilities shall be afforded for
the care to be given to the disabled, in partictddhe blind, and for their.
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rehabilitation, pending repatriation.

Prisoners of war shall have the attention, prefgradd medical personnel of the
Power on which they depend and, if possible, of thetionality.

Prisoners of war may not be prevented from presgritiemselves to the medical
authorities for examination. The detaining authesishall, upon request, issue to
every prisoner who has undergone treatment, aciaftiertificate indicating the
nature of his iliness or injury, and the duratiowl &ind of treatment received. A
duplicate of this certificate shall be forwardedhe Central Prisoners of War
Agency.

The costs of treatment, including those of any eqdpa necessary for the
maintenance of prisoners of war in good healthjqdarly dentures and other
artificial appliances, and spectacles, shall beddry the Detaining Power.

Art 48. In the event of transfer, prisoners of whall be officially advised of their
departure and of their new postal address. Sudficatibns shall be given in time for
them to pack their luggage and inform their nextiof

They shall be allowed to take with them their paedeffects, and the correspondence
and parcels which have arrived for them. The weddlsiuch baggage may be limited,
if the conditions of transfer so require, to whatte prisoner can reasonably carry,
which shall in no case be more than twenty-fivediams per head.

Mail and parcels addressed to their former camp Badorwarded to them without
delay. The camp commander shall take, in agreemigéimthe prisoners’
representative, any measures needed to ensumratispart of the prisoners'
community property and of the luggage they are len@btake with them in
consequence of restrictions imposed by virtue efs#icond paragraph of this Article.

The costs of transfers shall be borne by the DigigiRower.

Section Ill. Labour of Prisoners of War

Art 49. The Detaining Power may utilize the labotiprisoners of war who are
physically fit, taking into account their age, seak and physical aptitude, and with
a view particularly to maintaining them in a goadts of physical and mental health.
Non-commissioned officers who are prisoners of svall only be required to do
supervisory work. Those not so required may aslkfioer suitable work which shall,

so far as possible, be found for them.

If officers or persons of equivalent status asksiatable work, it shall be found for
them, so far as possible, but they may in no cistances be compelled to work.

Art 50. Besides work connected with camp adminigtna installation or
maintenance, prisoners of war may be compelledtondly such work as is included
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in the following classes:

(a) agriculture;

(b) industries connected with the production ordkiaction of raw materials, and
manufacturing industries, with the exception of aflatgical, machinery and
chemical industries; public works and building ggems which have no military
character or purpose;

(c) transport and handling of stores which aremititary in character or purpose;
(d) commercial business, and arts and crafts;

(e) domestic service;

(f) public utility services having no military cheaster or purpose.

Should the above provisions be infringed, prisoémsar shall be allowed to
exercise their right of complaint, in conformityttviArticle 78.

Art 51. Prisoners of war must be granted suitaliekimmg conditions, especially as
regards accommodation, food, clothing and equipnserth conditions shall not be
inferior to those enjoyed by nationals of the Datay Power employed in similar
work; account shall also be taken of climatic ctiods.

The Detaining Power, in utilizing the labour ofgmmers of war, shall ensure that in
areas in which such prisoners are employed, thenategislation concerning the
protection of labour, and, more particularly, tegulations for the safety of workers,
are duly applied.

Prisoners of war shall receive training and be jged with the means of protection
suitable to the work they will have to do and santio those accorded to the nationals
of the Detaining Power. Subject to the provisiohAmicle 52, prisoners may be
submitted to the normal risks run by these civilnorkers.

Conditions of labour shall in no case be renderecerarduous by disciplinary
measures

Art 52. Unless he be a volunteer, no prisoner afmay be employed on labour
which is of an unhealthy or dangerous nature.

No prisoner of war shall be assigned to labour Wwhwvould be looked upon as
humiliating for a member of the Detaining Powersdorces.

The removal of mines or similar devices shall bestdered as dangerous labour.

Art 82. A prisoner of war shall be subject to tae$, regulations and orders in force
in the armed forces of the Detaining Power; theaitg Power shall be justified in
taking judicial or disciplinary measures in respafcany offence committed by a
prisoner of war against such laws, regulationsrders. However, no proceedings or
punishments contrary to the provisions of this Gaaghall be allowed.

If any law, regulation or order of the DetainingW®w shall declare acts committed by
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a prisoner of war to be punishable, whereas the sats would not be punishable if
committed by a member of the forces of the Detgmiower, such acts shall entail
disciplinary punishments only.

Art 83. In deciding whether proceedings in respéan offence alleged to have been
committed by a prisoner of war shall be judiciab@ciplinary, the Detaining Power
shall ensure that the competent authorities exethis greatest leniency and adopt,
wherever possible, disciplinary rather than judioi@asures.

Art 84. A prisoner of war shall be tried only byrdlitary court, unless the existing
laws of the Detaining Power expressly permit thvd courts to try a member of the
armed forces of the Detaining Power in respechefparticular offence alleged to
have been committed by the prisoner of war.

In no circumstances whatever shall a prisoner afbvearied by a court of any kind
which does not offer the essential guaranteesd&fiandence and impartiality as
generally recognized, and, in particular, the pdoce of which does not afford the
accused the rights and means of defence provided feticle 105.

Art 86. No prisoner of war may be punished morethiace for the same act or on the
same charge.

Art 87. Prisoners of war may not be sentenced bynihitary authorities and courts of
the Detaining Power to any penalties except thoseiged for in respect of members
of the armed forces of the said Power who have ctteshthe same acts.

When fixing the penalty, the courts or authoribéshe Detaining Power shall take
into consideration, to the widest extent possithie,fact that the accused, not being a
national of the Detaining Power, is not bound tayitany duty of allegiance, and that
he is in its power as the result of circumstanodgpendent of his own will. The said
courts or authorities shall be at liberty to redtieepenalty provided for the violation
of which the prisoner of war is accused, and shallefore not be bound to apply the
minimum penalty prescribed.

Collective punishment for individual acts, corpgpahishment, imprisonment in
premises without daylight and, in general, any fafrtorture or cruelty, are
forbidden.

No prisoner of war may be deprived of his rank iy Detaining Power, or prevented
from wearing his badges.

Art 120. Wills of prisoners of war shall be drawm o as to satisfy the conditions of
validity required by the legislation of their comnof origin, which will take steps to
inform the Detaining Power of its requirementshis respect. At the request of the
prisoner of war and, in all cases, after deathwiitieshall be transmitted without
delay to the Protecting Power; a certified copylldtesent to the Central Agency.
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Death certificates, in the form annexed to thegme€onvention, or lists certified by
a responsible officer, of all persons who die asgorers of war shall be forwarded as
rapidly as possible to the Prisoner of War InfoiioraBureau established in
accordance with Article 122. The death certificaiesertified lists shall show
particulars of identity as set out in the thirdggaaph of Article 17, and also the date
and place of death, the cause of death, the ddtplaoe of burial and all particulars
necessary to identify the graves.

The burial or cremation of a prisoner of war shallpreceded by a medical
examination of the body with a view to confirmingadh and enabling a report to be
made and, where necessary, establishing identity.

The detaining authorities shall ensure that prisboéwar who have died in captivity
are honourably buried, if possible according torites of the religion to which they
belonged, and that their graves are respecte@bdyinaintained and marked so as to
be found at any time. Wherever possible, deceassoners of war who depended on
the same Power shall be interred in the same place.

Deceased prisoners of war shall be buried in iddiai graves unless unavoidable
circumstances require the use of collective graBedies may be cremated only for
imperative reasons of hygiene, on account of thgioa of the deceased or in
accordance with his express wish to this effectdse of cremation, the fact shall be
stated and the reasons given in the death cetéfafethe deceased.

In order that graves may always be found, all paldrs of burials and graves shall be
recorded with a Graves Registration Service estaddl by the Detaining Power. Lists
of graves and particulars of the prisoners of werred in cemeteries and elsewhere
shall be transmitted to the Power on which suckomers of war depended.
Responsibility for the care of these graves anddoords of any subsequent moves of
the bodies shall rest on the Power controllingténgtory, if a Party to the present
Convention. These provisions shall also apply &dashes, which shall be kept by the
Graves Registration Service until proper dispdsetdgof in accordance with the
wishes of the home country.



