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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
SOMCHAI KATERATTANAMALEE : DWELLING DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALS FOR PEO.PLE
LIVING WITHIN THE "'OLD BANGKOK" COMMUNITY = A CASE STUDY IN BANGKOK'S
NANG LERNG DISTRICT. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. KUNDOLDIBYA PANITCHPAKDI,
Ph.D., 182 pp.

Nang Lerng Community is a historical site in Bangkok; as a result, many agencies are frying to preserve this
community focusing on its physical aspects. It is equaling important is to improve the living conditions in this area so local
residents can maintain the community living culture and physical aspects. The objectives of this study was to investigate the
living conditions of the residents in Nang Lerng in terms of economic and, social aspects and the residents’ néedsA This
includes their problems and their attitudes towards the local 'rrnproverrients, and fo analyze the potential of the residents in
solving their problems and developing their residence. This study was condutl:ted by observing the area and interviewing 135
samples living in that area.

It was found that:

1. There are three types of residence: (1) commercial buildings and wooden row houses, (2) houses, (3) multi-family
housing. Of these, only 39% are in good condition. These can be found on the Nakorn Sawan Road, around Nang Lerng
market and are modern row houses. The rest (61%) are in need of improvement. They consist of houses in Supanimii
Community 1 and 2, row houses on Paniang Road and row houses on Supanimit Road. A poor of maintenance is a major cause
of deterioration, resulting from the fact that the residenté do not have adequate money to improve their housing.

2. Most residents use their properly for living and commercial purposes. Nang Lerng Market is the center of the
community. Most of the residents earn only enough to cover their expenses (and have nothing for other purposes). They do not
want to relocate because they grew up there so they have a close bond with the community.

3. The potential to improve their housing toward a conservative framework is at and average level. This is because
they have neither the funds or conservation knowledge, nor a leader or a potential representative to lead the housing
improvement. There is an attitude favoring government patronage rather than the community mutual-help. However, the strength
of the community is their. willingness to partiéipate in this improvement and they love their community. %his cooperation and
close bond with the community helps promote the unique development of the area.

It is suggested that to improv;:: and preserve this area, the following should be taken into consideration: (1) the
development should aim at improving the living conditions of the residents and meeting their needs and (2) the related agencies
have to educate the residents on the development goals. This can be done through a pilot project using a smaller area in the
community. As a result, the residents can participate in solving the problems and have fully understand the goals of the
development. As a result, this will build interest and sense of belonging in improving their area by themselves, leading to

_sustainable development.





