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Abstract:

The objective of this research is to study the approaches of pruning tamarind trees in
order to ease the maintenance and cultivation. The study is conducted with four experienced
farmers by employing participatory action research in their own fields. Firstly, the farmers’
approaches of pruning are study. Secondly, the experiment are conducted on the three different
approaches of pruning; cutting trunks in low position at 120 cm above the ground, cutting trunks
in middle position by leaving side braches and cutting trunks in high position by leaving side
branches. Thirdly, the experiment are conducted on the three different approaches; leaving 3
fruits, 5 fruits and 10 fruits per branches in order to measure size, weight, the thickness of pulp,
per cent of sweetness and the satisfaction of consumers’ tasting. The outputs are qualitative and
quantitative analyzed. The conclusion is as followings.

1. By studying the regular approaches of pruning from farmers, they employ three
different ways which are; cutting at the low position at 120-250 cm. above the grounds with or
without leaving side branches, cutting only the main trunk at the middle position and cutting only
the main trunk at the high position. The cutting time frame is from March to May. The result
reveals that cutting trunks yield the better quality of fruits but less quantity. Cutting at the low
position yield the full capacity in the forth year.

2. The experiment of pruning Srichompoo tamarind trees yields the results which are
followings. There is no difference on the growing rate between these approaches. However, the
numbers of branches per tree in the case of cutting at the low position got the best result.
Moreover, there is no statistically difference on the quality of fruits, i.e. size, weight, the

thickness of pulp, per cent of sweetness and consumer’s satisfaction, between cutting at the



middle position and at the high position. Nevertheless, the quality of fruits is better than no
pruning at all.

3. The study of quality of fruits on Sritong, Srichompoo, Kantee, and Intaparum tamarind
tree with different numbers of fruit per branch reveals that, in the most cases, the higher numbers
of fruit per branch will cause the degradation of fruits quality. However, Sritong tamarind tree can
still maintain the sweetness even though the numbers of fruits increase. In Srichompoo tamarind,
the taste of fruits is clearly different. In Intaparum tamarind, the taste is sour whatever numbers of

fruits per branch are.



