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The objectives of this study were to investigate the housing expenditure of average income
eamners and to determine their ability to pay for housing acquisition. The subjects were office workers
who worked in office buildings on Ratchadapisek Road. Average income earners were defined as low
average income earners with earnings between 27,000 — 76,000 baht/month/household, and high
average income earners with earnings between 76,001 — 124,000 baht/month/household. 398
questionnaires were collected for quantitative analysis. Residents, financial institutes and academics
were also interviewed and the results analyzed qualitatively.

It was found that 22.86% of income was spent on housing. According to the types of
occupancy and levels of income, the subjects spent on average 28.41% of their income on housing,
They could be divided into 3 groups. The first were low average income earners who rented their
housing. They spent 13.86% of their income on housing. The second were low average income
earners who paid for their housing by installment. They spent 29.45% of their income on housing.
The third were high average income earners who paid for their housing by installment. They spent
28.93% of their income on housing. The high average income earners did not have to pay for their
occupancy and spent 5.17% of their income on housing.

The study concludes that owning a house means high housing expenditure. As a result, those
who would like to own a house should have enough savings for the expenditure and discipline to save
money. It is also recommended that the government sector provide house buyers with loans with
long-term low interest rates. As for those who cannot afford to buy a house, the government should

provide them with long-term rental houses.





