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ABSTRACT
203372

This research aimed to study Grade 10 students’ capability of applying the philosophy of
sufficiency economy from learning about Newton’s law of motion through Yuenyong (2006)
science technology and society (STS) approach infusion with the philosophy of sufficiency
economy. The participants were 39 Grade 10 students in Dongmafaipittayakom, Saimoon,
Yasothon, Thailand,iSl semester of 2009 academic year. This qualitative research regarded
interpretive paradigm. Students’ capabilities of applying the philosophy of sufficiency economy
were analyzed through interpreting students’ performances in applying scientific and other
knowledge for appropriately making decision about societal issue based Thai contexts and need
for local people. Research instruments included intervention instrument and data collection
instrument. Intervention instrument was lesson plan of Newton’s law of motion through
Yuenyong (2006) science technology and society (STS) approach infusion with the philosophy of
sufficiency economy. Data collection instrument included participaht observation, informal
interview, journal writing or students’ reflection from learning and students’ tasks.

The findings revealed that learning about Newton’s law of motion through Yuenyong
(2006) STS approach infusion with the PSE enhanced students making decision based on 4 steps
of decision making process including focusing the interesting issues, list possible solutions,
assessing possible solution, and making decision. Students have chanced to apply their scientific
knowledge and other related knowledge during their decision making process. It could be
indicated that all groups of student took the issue of PSE into account among values of judgment.
Although the three key elements of PSE, including moderation, reasonableness and self-immunity
has not clearly applied as values of judgment in the first unit of learning; these three elements has

quite more clearly applied in the second unit of learning.
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