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This study was conducted under the community housing innovation environment project run by the
Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University, and is a continuation of the research entitled Alternatives of
House Repair in the Bangnoi Nok Community, Bang Khon Tee District, Samut Songkhram. The research
objectives are to examine the repair needs of different types of houses, the ability to pay repair expenses, and the
alternative types of house repair that correspond with the ability to make payment and community preservation.

The houses in Khoa Yeesan community were classified into four types: Traditional, local, adapted,
and modern. The samples of the study were of eight houses representing the four types. The urgency of repair
due to the function necessity was also taken into consideration.

The results show that the aged, Central Thai and local houses were the most dilapidated and thus
required the most urgent repair. The adapted houses had already been repaired and modified, and the modem
ones had been built with durable materials and were not very old. The repair could be divided into two types:
repair of the whole house and partial repair. It was found that different type of houses required different types of
repair. The part needing repair the most was the roof, the pillar-foundation, the floor, and the ceiling respectively.
In terms of the ability to pay for repair expenses, a comparison between the residents’ annual savings and
expenses shows that they were afford to pay for the repairs with to make the repairs with local materials and
modern ones such as using concrete. In addition, the residents could not afford expensive materials from other
areas such as parawood. If they were to use this type of material, they would have to save up for a certain period
of time or would have to seek for a loan. Thus, the best alternatives of house repair seemed to be using local
materials and artisans, or a group gathering. As for those who could not afford the repair, they could borrow
money from a relative or special type of financial institution. However, it is recommended that the residents should
saving group, or the community should collaborate to establish a housing cooperative or ask for assistance from

a relevant governmental agency.





