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ABSTRACT
208813

The objectives of this study were to investigate 1) certain socio-economic conditions of
cassava farmers, 2) production practicies and marketing of cassava, and extension and support
received by the farmers, 3) needs for training and support in cassava production and marketing of
the farmers and 4) to compare the levels of needs for training and support in cassava production
and marketing of farmers with different selected social and economic characteristics. The data of
research were collected in June to July 2009 by interviewing 203 cassava farmers drawn by the
multi-stage sampling method, analyzed by the computer program SPSS for Windows and
expressed through frequency, percentage, mathematic means, minimum, maximum, and standard
deviation. The comparison of farmers’ needs was undergone by t-test and F-test.

The results of the study revealed that majority of the average agae of farmers was 46.3
years and most of them finished primary education. The average member in the household was
4.4 persons, with the average of the 2.8 persons in labor force. They had an average land holding
of 30.3 Rai per household and 22.1 Rai was aloocated for cassava production. Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives. The average annual income of the farmers was 150,032.30 Baht, of
which 91,940.40 Baht was from cassava production, and the average annual investment on
cassava production was 36,163.59 Baht per household. The main source of loan for cassava
production was from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Most farmers grew
cassava in plateau area with sandy loam type of soil. The most popular cassava variety was
Kasetsart 50 by using standing stalk planting technique with the space 60x60 cm. Most plant
stalks were kept by farmers themselves. The crop was harvested with the average age of 10.7
months and the product would be transported to local factory within a day. The total production

per household was 65.3 tons with the average yield of 2.9 tons per Rai.
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It was found that the farmers had high levels of training needs in the following topics:
application of fertilizer, important nutrients for cassava growth, price guarantee, future contract
for cassava products, market places, selling technique, price bargaining and price setting.
Extension methods that were highly needed by the farmers were demonstration and practical
work. For support aspects, the farmers highly needed in the following items: coordination with
fertilizer selling places, provision of plant stalks, good varieties, and pesticides, price guarantee,
information on price and market place, and dissemination of knowledge through television and
village announcement center. The results from comparisons revealed that the farmers with
different ages, income from cassava production, years in cassava growing, cassava planting area,
and cassava yield had statistically different levels of needs for training and support on some

items.
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