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This thesis attempts to answer 3 main questions. First, under what kinds of
structural and institutional conditions that the Thaksin's and the Putin's governments
came to power? and how have the two governments explain their authority and
legitimacy?; Second, how have the Thaksin's and the Putin's governments
implemented their policies and administered the countries that led to “the predatory
state”?: And third, what are the effects of the predatory state on the democratic
development?

The study finds that the Thaksin's and the Putin's governments came to
power under the constitutional mechanism that favored democratic developments.
Moreover, both leaders not only possessed legal/rational power, but also endowed
with considerable charismatic authority. However, the Thaksin's and the Putin's
governments were found unsuccessful in promoting democratization processes. The
reasons for such failures came from the fact that the Thaksin's and the Putin's
governments, instead of exercising the power to enhance democratic establishment,
exploited various democratic constitutions, legal authorities and personal popularities
to create a predatory state. Such a predatory state was witnessed in a form of

“delegative democracy,” and hence bred a condition for democratic rollback.
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