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° Article 3 The civil action may be exercised at the same time as the public
prosecution and before the same court.

It is admissible for any cause of damage, whether material, bodily or moral,
which ensue from the actions prosecuted.

" Article 75 The judicial police officers and the judicial police agents under their
supervision mentioned under article 20 carry out preliminary inquiries either on the
instructions of the district prosecutor, or on their own initiative.

Such operations fall under the supervision of the public prosecutor. Judicial police
officers and agents inform victims, using any means of communication, of their right:

1° to obtain compensation for the harm suffered;

2° to exercise the rights of a civil party if the prosecution has been instigated by
the public prosecutor or by directly citing the perpetrator to appear before the

competent court or by lodging an official complaint before the investigating judge;
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3° if they wish to exercise the rights of the civil party, to be assisted by an
advocate of their choice or, at their request, by one nominated by the president of the
bar attached to the competent court. The costs are to be borne by the victims unless
they are eligible for legal aid or if they are covered by legal protection insurance;

4° to be assisted by a service pertaining to one or more local authorities or an
approved victim support association;

5° to transfer the case, where appropriate, to the committee for the
compensation of victims of offences, where the offence falls under the remit of articles
706-3 and 706-14.

" Article 1 Public prosecution for the imposition of penalties is initiated and
exercised by the judges, prosecutors or civil servants to whom it has been entrusted by
law.

This prosecution may also be initiated by the injured party under the conditions

determined by the present Code.
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" Article 85 Any person claiming to have suffered harm from a felony or
misdemeanour may petition to become a civil party by filing a complaint with the
competent investigating judge in accordance with the provisions of articles 52, 52-1
and 706-42.

However, the complaint for damages is admissible only if the person is justified
that the prosecutor gave him, following a complaint lodged with him or a judicial police it
will not itself prosecution or a period of three months has passed since she filed a
complaint before the magistrate, against a receipt or letter with return receipt, and since
it sent in the same way, copy to the judge filed his complaint before a police court. This
condition of admissibility is not required if a crime or is an offense under the law of 29
July 1881 on freedom of the press or by articles L. 86, L. 87, L. 91 to L. 100, L. 102 to L.

104, L. 106 to L. 108 and L. 113 of the electoral code. The limit for prosecution was
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suspended in favor of the victim, the filing of the complaint until the response from the
prosecutor or at the latest after the time limit of three months.

" Article 2-1 Any association lawfully registered for at least five years on the date
of offence, proposing through its constitution to combat racism or to assist the victims of
discrimination grounded on their national, ethnic, racial or religious origin, may exercise
the rights granted to the civil party in respect of, first, discrimination punished by articles
225-2 and 432-7 of the Criminal Code, and, secondly, the intentional offences against
the life or physical integrity of persons, and destruction, defacement and damage
punished by articles 221-1 to 221-4, 222-1 to 222-18 and 322-1 to 322-13 of the Criminal
Code, committed to the prejudice of a person because of his national origin, or his
membership or non-membership, real or supposed, to any given ethnic group, race or
religion.

" Article 2-12 Any association lawfully registered for at least five years on the
date of offence proposing through its constitution to fight against criminality on the road
and to defend or assist the victims of such criminality may exercise the rights granted to
the civil party in respect of the misdemeanours of unintentional homicide or wounding
committed in the course of the driving of a motor-powered land vehicle, where the

prosecution has been initiated by the public prosecutor or by the injured party.
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" Article 2-19 A departmental association of mayors lawfully registered, affiliated
to the Association of Mayors of France, and the constitution of which has been filed for
at least five years, may exercise the rights of a civil party in all the proceedings brought
by municipal councillors in relation to insults, contempt, threats or bodily harm by reason
of their occupations.

However, the association's action will only be admissible if it proves it has
obtained the consent of the elected office-holder.

"® Article 2 Civil action aimed at the reparation of the damage suffered because
of a felony, a misdemeanour or a petty offence is open to all those who have personally

suffered damage directly caused by the offence.
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" Supra note 12.

" Article 2-3 Any association lawfully registered for at least five years on the
date of offence proposing through its constitution to defend or assist cruelly-treated
children or minors victims of sexual assault may exercise the rights granted to the civil
party in respect of torture and acts of barbarity, acts of violence and sexual aggressions
committed against minors and the offence of endangering minors punished by articles
222-3 10 222-6, 222-8, 222-10, 222-12, 222-13, 222-14, 222-15, 222-24, 222-25, 222-26,
222-29, 222-30, 227-22, 227-25, 227-26 and 227-27 of the Criminal Code, where the

public prosecution has been initiated by the public prosecutor or by the injured party.
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* Article 2-5 Any association lawfully registered for at least five years on the
date of offence proposing through its constitution to defend the moral interests and the
honour of the Resistance or those of deported persons may exercise the rights granted
to the civil party in respect of the vindication of war crimes or felonies or misdemeanours
of collaboration with the enemy, or the destruction or defacement of monuments, or the
desecration of graves, or the misdemeanours of defamation or insult, which have
caused direct or indirect harm to its objectives.

" Article 2-6 Any association lawfully registered for at least five years on the
date of offence proposing in its constitution to combat discrimination based on gender
or sexual morals may exercise the rights granted to the civil party in respect of

discrimination under articles 225-2 and 432-7 of the Criminal Code, where such offences
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are committed because of the gender, family situation or sexual morals of the victim,
and by article L. 123-1 of the Labour Code.

However, in respect of the violations of the provisions of the last paragraph of
article L. 123-1 of the Labour Code and of the four last paragraphs of article 6 of law no.
83-634 of July 13, 1983 governing the rights and duties of civil servants, the
association's action will only be admissible if it proves it has obtained the written
consent of the person concerned, or, if the latter is a minor, having heard his opinion,
that of the holder of parental authority or legal representative.

The association may also exercise the rights of the civil party in cases of
intentional attacks on the life or integrity of persons and of destruction, defacement or
damage punished by articles 221-1 to 221-4, 222-1 to 222-18 and 322-1 to 322-13 of the
Criminal Code, where the acts were committed by reason of the sex or sexual morals of
the victim, provided it shows that it has received the victim's consent, or if the latter is a

minor an adult under a guardianship order, that of his legal representative.
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