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° Public figure (noun.) in the law of defamation (libel and slander), a personage of
great public interest or familiarity like a government official, politician, celebrity, business
leader, movie star or sports hero. Incorrect harmful statements published about a public
figure cannot be the basis of a lawsuit for defamation unless there is proof that the

writer or publisher intentionally defamed the person with malice (hate).
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" Public figure is a legal term applied in the context of defamation actions (libel and
slander) as well as invasion of privacy. A public figure (such as a politician, celebrity, or
business leader) cannot base a lawsuit on incorrect harmful statements unless there is proof
that the writer or publisher acted with malice (knowledge or reckless disregard for the truth).
The burden of proof is higher in the case of a public figure.

® Public figure (noun.) someone who is famous because of what they do, and
is written about in newspapers and magazines or is often on television or the radio.
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* Article 12 Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy,
family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation.
Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or

attacks.”
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* Article 17 Internation Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

“1.No one shall be subjected to arbitrary unlawful interference with his
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and
reputation.

“2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such

interference or attacks.”

?" Michael A.Zimmerman, King, O’'Neill. How to Implement Privacy and Security.

(S.1.) : Theorem, 1976, pp.1-2.
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