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ABSTRACT
The Politics of Local Natural Space in the Global Environmental Agenda:

The Case of Thailand‘s Wetlands of International Importance

The objectives of this research study are to illustrate two primary aspects:
(1) in the case of wetlands of international importance and the Convention on Wetlands,
how the issue of local natural space is transformed into global environmental agendas in
term of international commons and, by which institutions, and (2) how the Convention
signed by Thailand affects the Thai state’s power structures and power relations in the

transition period of participatory democracy.

This study shows that the epistemic community plays an important role, by
means of language and expert knowledge, to define the meaning and the value of local
natural space as wetlands and then categorize them as international commons. While
the international NGO’s play a crucial role to make the issue international agenda, for
the sake of legitimacy for the international regime and governance in which the primary
policy actors are experts exercising their knowledge .Thailand’s local natural areas,
which are designated as wetlands of international importance , are contested areas in
term of institutions in the local level manage local natural space through the national
government agencies in the policy framework and knowledge formulated at the global
level . In the context of decentralization of power to localities and promotion of people’s
participation, politics and policy processes of wetlands international importance,
facilitated by the expert , continue to be politics of expertise or influential epistemic

community dominate the way of thinking and policy decisions.
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