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Procedure and Trade Route of Illegal Transnational Petrol Smuggling in

Thai and Malaysian Border Customhouses

yna yuiln”
Nukool Chinfuk

Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the trade route of illegal transnational petrol smug-
gling in Thai and Malaysian border customhouses, including business procedures moving petrol from
Malaysia to Thailand. This study classified the customhouses in the area of Songkhla and Satun Province,
such as Sadao, Padangbesa, Banphakob, and Wangprajan. In addition, the data of this study was col-
lected from in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with 27 government officer and 20 stakehold-
ers The results found that 1) the Negara Perlis-Padangbesa route had more than 1,000,000 liters per day
smuggled, 2) the Sugai Petani - Sadao route had more than 2,000,000 liters per day smuggled, 3) the
Perlis-Wangprachan route had more than 500,000 liters per day smuggled, and 4) the Betong-Banphakob
route had more than 200,000 liters per day smuggled. The study of the business procedure from petrol
smuggling origin to its destination had the consumers in 14 southern Thai provinces. The state lost an
annual revenue of 4 billion baht. Losing an annual revenue of 4 billion baht, the state should have guide-
lines to protect and suppress illegal petrol transition for the future.

Keywords: illegal transnational petrol, trade routes, southern Thai border customhouses
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