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Abstract

The objective of the research “Chatukham Rammathep as social capital for the
development of people’s potentials for self-reliance” is to study the overall concept of
Chatukham Rammathep including its origin, beliefs, attitudes and primary significance
as social capital capable of developing people’s potentials for self-reliance. The sample
population consists of people who sell Chatukham Rammathep amulets as primary and
supplementary sources of income, operators of businesses that have something to do
with Chatukham Rammathep, users and the general public as well as people in the
province of Nakhon Si Thammarat who have special connections with Chatukham
Rammathe. This is a qualitative research based on questionnaires and in-depth
interviews. The results are as follows:

Chatukham Rammathep is the names of deities that guard the relics enshrined
in the Great Stupa in Nakhon Si Thammarat. The social capital of the deities, therefore,
lies fully in the value attribution, beliefs and attitudes towards the deities, comprising
religious, moral and ethical aspects, raising of local consciousness, use of local
knowledge and wisdom, use of human resources and inter-personal network, use of
natural resources, as well as cultural lifestyle and community identity. There are three
uses of Chatukham Rammathep as social capital: 1) as a tool for economic expansion
and income generation for the people, 2) as a tool for social development and improved
quality of life of the people, and 3) as a tool to create better access to various factors
that affect the people’s lifestyle or other kinds of capital. Regarding the use of social
capital by the Chatukham Rammathep believers for better self-reliance and family
livelihood, there are two patterns: 1) self-reliance in livelihood and income generation
and 2) self-reliance in the faith and moral support.

The research recommends that the believers should make use of Chatukham
Rammathep to develop their potentialities for and self-reliance in livelihood, income
generation, faith and moral support. Such use of social capital will be worthwhile and
more sustainable. In addition, attempts should be made to involve various responsible
agencies, especially the province of Nakhon Si Thammarat, to develop a knowledge
package providing the accurate and rational historical background and origin of such

local social capital for the believers of Chatukham Rammathep.



